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~ On the other hand, three honorary members—men of
AR A y ] =g
d 'ﬁl,stmgmshed merit—have been unanimously elected, and

1 thirty-six new names have been added to the list of asso-

f
| ¥ L J
- ciate members.

The following papers have been read :—

1. On the currency and trade of Canada after the con-
quest, by James Stevenson, Esq., President.

o

1L Presidential elections in the United States of America
- and the manner of conducting them, by Hon. W. C. »
- Howells. y
~ III. Annual address of the President. “
- IV, On the history of the Literary and IHistorical Society

~ of Quebee, by L. P. Turcotte, Esq.

The report of the Librarian will be read with interest, as
well as that of the Curator, under whose direction a com-
~ plete cataloguc of the objects in the Museum has been pre-
~ pared for publication, and will soon be ready for distribu-

R tion.

The Treasurer will have pleasure in submitting his re-
port on the state of the funds of the Society. A smaller
~ balance than usual appears at its credit, which is account-
ed for by the expenditures incurred in publishing and in
~ purchasing books of acknowledged merit, and in enlarging
the space for the acommodation of the library.

I In conformity with the wishes of the Society, Past-Presi-
~ dent J. M. LeMoine, Esq., and Vice-President Lt.-Colonel

- Strange, R. A, attended a literary convention at Ottawa, or-

~ ganized under the auspices of L’Institut Canadien of that

~ city, for the purpose, among others, of devising practical

~ means for the preservation and publication of Canadian

~ Archives. At that convention an interesting paper was

~ read by one of our associate members, L. P. Turcotte, Esq.,

~ on the Archives of Canada, in which special allusion was
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nade to the mission of thls Society, and to the ma.utiéri

<

~which it had realized the intentions of its founder. On th

retarn of the delegates a lucid report of the whole ploceed X
“ings was submitted to a general monthly meeting of mem- .

A

~ bers.
Animated by our traditions to do our distinetive work o
in the land, this Sociely assumes a definite attitude to-
wards every movement which has for its object the procur-
ing and preservation of historical documents. In the ab-
sence of a public Record Office, such as other natious pos-
sess for the custody of official papers, journals and histori-
cal documents, irreparable losses have been suffered by
Canada. It is therefore the opinion of the Council that
this Society should unite with other societies of kindred |
purpose, in memorializing the Federal Government npon
the subject, and in respectfully suggesting that the Ar-
- chives of Canada should be gathered together into ome
~ public Record Office, under the supervision and control of
a eompetent Archivist. ‘
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During the recess the transactions of the sessions of 1876-
77, together with a volume of historical documents relating
to the war of 1812 have been published and are now rea-
dy for distribution. Since the publication of the latter,
several interesting private memoirs of officcrs who were
prominent actors in the war, have been sent to the Society,
some as donations, some for perusal—with the privilege of i

1)

copying—and there is every reason to hope that othersin

~ the possession of families, whose ancestors were under arms %."

~ ak the time, will also be submitted to the Society. The re-

 tiring Council therefore take the liberty of recommending
. the,u' successors in oflice to pursue the work already begun,
- viz: the publication of inedited historical documents and

 literary remains relating to the war ol 1812, every event |

of which is interesting to us as Canadians. .
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1t would be difficult to overstate the advantage which
this Institution offers to a community immersed in business
during the short summer, but with a large share of leisure
at its disposal for intellectual improvement during the long
winter season. While the Society adheres to the main ob-
ject ol its mission, it has not been unmindful of the liberal
support which it has received during the whole course of

its existence from the mercantile classes of Quebec. In

view of this, the library has heen furnished with valuable
works on Political Economy, Merchant Shipping, Interna-
tional Law, and other costly productious, which few can
afford to purchase, but swhich many feel bound to read.

In the last report the retiring Council recommended that
some action should be taken towards acquiring a site upon
which, at no distant day, a building in all respects suitable
and adapted to the wants of the Society might be erected.
This Council, in conformity with their recommendation
have made application to the Government of the Provinee
of Quebec for a portion of that piece of ground upon which-
the old building kunown as the “Jesuit” Barracks™ once
stood, and they trust that their application will be favor-
ably received.

JAMES STEVENSON,
President.
Quebec, 9th January, 1878.

The report of the Librarian, Mr. R. McLeod, was
read.

In surrendering his trust, the librarian has the honor to
submit the following annual report:—

The number of volumes issued during the past year was
over 5,000, which though not quite equal to the preceding
year, indicates a circulation [ar in excess of some former
years.

i
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The attendance of members at the rooms for the consult-
ation of works, or the perusal of serial publications has
greatly increased. The additions by purchase and exchange
have numbered over 180 volumes. The works added have
been mostly of a high standard, in conformity with the
fixed views of the Council on the subject of selection.

The donations to the library have been very liberal,
numbering over 150 volumes, among other donors we are
are indebted to His Worship the Mayor, O. Murphy, Esq.,
the Honble. W. C. Howells, American Consul ; Honbles. P.
Garneau and P. Fortin, to Geeneral Sir John Henry Lefroy
and General De Teyster, honorary members of the Society,
and to Messrs. Jas. Reid, Ii. L. Montizambert, J. J. Foote,
L. P. Turcotte, H. 8. Scott, E. B. Lindsay and others of
our city, besides many gentlemen and learned societies at a
distance.

Additional spuace having been provided by the extension
of the gallery, there is at present sufficient room for our
inereasing library, but it is essential that the volumes and
shelves should be numbered, in order that books may be
readily traced when required. A detailed list of donations
during the past year is appended to this report.

R. McLEOD,
Librarian.

—_—

DONATIONS TO THE LIBRARY FOR THE YEAR
ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 1877.

Major Gen. Philip Schuyler and the Burgoyne campaign
i the Summer of 1777. DPresented by Gen. Watts De
Peyster.

New Annual Register, 1781.
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~ Annual Register, 1765, 1773, 77, 79, 1783, 8T.
; Presented by Jas. Reid, Esq.
~ Belknap papers, 2 volumes.
Presented by the Hist. Society of Mass.
- Pamphlets relating to American History.
Presented by Dr. Samuel Green, Boston.
Speeches of Josiah Quincy, Journal of a tour to Niagara
Falls, Memoir of Hon. W. Appleton.
Journal of the Proceeding of the U. S. Centennial Com-
mission at Philadelphia.
Third and Fourth Annual Reports of the Board of Iealth
of the City of Boston, 1875, 70. _
Report of the Mass—State Commissioner..—Centennial
Exhibition, 1876. '
- The Necrology of Harvard College, 1869, 1872.
y Presented by Dr. Samuel A. Green, Boston.
~ Hist. of St. Paul and Ramsay Co, Minnesotta.
Presented by J. Fletcher Williams, Esq.
Russia, Turkey and Ingland, by Richard Cobden, reprint-
~ ed from the Cobden Club. :
. Biographical notes concerning Gen. Richard Montgomery
with hitherto unpublished letters.
Report of the Commissioner of Agriculture on the produets,
- &, of Ontario, exhibited at the exhibition (centennial,)
- —D. C. Mackedie, Esq.
- DPamphlets relating to Rhode Island, from the Historical
Society of Rhode Island.
~ Proceedings of the Boston Society of Nat. Hist. vol. 18, Part
4 April, July, 1876.
 Canada Year-hook, 1869, 70, 71, 72, 78, 74, 75, 76, and 77.

4 " Presented by E. L. Montizambert, Esq.

- The Turk in Europe, Freeman, Map of the Seat War.
N Presented by H.'S. Scott, 1sq.

4 The Bermruda Pocket Almanac.

- Bermuda Letters from Mrs, A. Eanies—I. 8. Scott, Tisq.
Proceedings of Foreign Societies—DPer Smithsonian Insti-
tute.
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ﬂ; cedings of the Auorican Abad‘emv of Arts and Scmum .
ogtcsl Swrvey of Canada—-reports of progress (Enelish
d French.) B
Sessional Papers of the Parhiament of Ontario, Journals and
~ Appendix. \ :
- Proceedings of the Royal Colonial Institute. vol. 8, 1876, 77. )
- Imperial Federation—R. C. Just, Esq.’ 7
~ First Regiment of Militia.
~ Our Reserve Forces, by Capt. Raikes, G. A., England.
~ Leicester Square—-Report of the Minister - of Education
- Japan. DPresented by Owen Muphy, Esq., Mayor of
: Quebec
- Proceedings of the American Anthuarlan Society.
Pennsylvania Magazine of Hist. and Biography.
Souvenlrs of Pan. Presented by E. B. Lindsay, Esq.
~ Memorials of the Bermudas, vol. I—by General Sir John
 Henry Lefroy, . R. 8., &ec.
Annuaire de L’institut Canadien de Québee, 1877, No. 4.
~ Journal of the Royal Geological Society of Ireland, vol. 14,
Parts 3 and 4, 1875-6, 1876-7.
- Opérations, Essais et Rapport du Comité des Fruits de la
~ Société D'Agriculture, Montreal, 75-76.
Statuts de Québec, 1876.
. Mélanges d’Histoire et de Littérature.
~ Sir. G- Et. Cartier, Baronet. Le Canada en Europe, par
- Benjamin Sulte.
- Truth, weekly English newspaper—H. 8. Scott, Esq.
Amnls of the Army of Cumberland.
‘Shelbv and his men, Life of Jefferson Davis.
- Ilist. of the First New Jersey Calvary.
~ Life with the Forty-ninth Mass. Voluntoms
Prison Life in Richmond.
‘Memorials of Col. Kitching, presented in exchange for pub-
lications of Historical Society.
Princton College, New Jersey—J. 8. Pierson, Esq.
Journal of Capt. Trent, 1752, Karly Hist. of Cleveland.
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Tracts of Hist. Socty. Cleveland, 1 to 306. Proceedings of
the Cleveland Academy of Natural Sciences 1845 to 185%.
The Straits of Belleisle——Hon. P. Fortin.

Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, Prov.
of Quebec, 1875, T6.

Report of the Canadian Commissioner at the International
Exhibition, 1876.

Proceedings of the Worcester Society of Antiquity.

Petit Faune Entomologique du Canada.

Presented by J. J. Foote, Esq.

Proceedings of the New England Historic Genealogical
Society.

U. 8. Geological Survey Reports, 11 vols.

Presented by Hon. W. C. Howells.

34th and 35th Annual Reports of the Board of Education,
New York, 1875, T6. ’
*Journal of the Board of Education.

Dedication of the New York Normal College Edifice. Oet.
20th, 1873.

Report of Committee on Compulsmy Education, New York.
Fourth Supplement to the Alphabetical Catalogue of the
Library of the Legislature, Prov. Que.

Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences,
May to Nov., 18717.

Les Archives du Canada—L. P. Turcotte, Esq.

General Report of the Commissioner of Agriculture, Prov.
Quebec, 1876 —Hon. P. Garneau.

Buletin de la Real Académie de la Historia, Madrid, Spain.
Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History, vol.
19, Part 2, March, May, 1877.

Maps of the North Sea Lands delincated upon a Chart in
the 14th Century by Antonio Zeno; also, a map of the
North Sea and Lands as known in 1877. Presented by G.
Arnold, Esq., of Boston.
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Mr. J. M. LeMoine. Curator of the Musewm, read the
following report :—

REPORT OF THE CURATOR OF THE MUSEUM.

»

The undersigned, in retiring from office, begs to report
as follows for the information of the members :—

.
Ist. The collection of animals, fishes, birds, eggs, &ec..
helonging to the Society, are in a good state of preservation.

2ud. No important additions have heen made to any of
the branches of zoology comprised in our collection.

Srd. Though the occasion has presented itself of enriching
our Musenm by some valuable specimens of Moose,
(‘ariboo, Red Deer and Bears, the absence of a locale,
prevented any such idea being entertained

4th. In conformity with a recommendation adopted in
last year’s report, a long felt want has been at last supplied.
The animals, fishes, birds, eggs, medals, woods, &e¢., have
been catalogned with their Latin and English names, under
the direction of the Curator. This indispensable requisite,
which had been urged for the last sixteen years, naturally
entailed considerable labor, the manusceript is now in the
hands of the printers, and the catalogue itself will he ready
for distribution at an ecarly date.

5th. Students of Natural History will, it is hoped, find
their task facilitated. by having access to the synoptical
Chart of Canadian ornithology with the Latin, English and
French names given, recently prepared by the undersigned,
with a view of popularising this beautiful science : an early
copy of which Chart, he is happy in presenting to the
society this day.

9
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6th. In closing his tenure of office, the undersigned will
acain take the liberty to impress on the society, the ex-
pediency of completing its Musenm, in its several depart-
ments, without omitting the collection of Canadian ores
and minerals, and a herbarinm of the Canadian Flora.

Respectfully submitted,

J. M. LEMOINE,
: Curator of Muscum.
Quebee, 9th January, 1878.

DONATIONS TO THE MUSEUM DURING THE YEAR,
1877.

The receipt of the Quarter-Master of American Army,
encamped before Quebec, in Dec., 1775, for two tierces of
rum and two barrels of fish, certified by Brigadier Genl.
Arnold.  Presented by the President, Jas. Stevenson, lisq.
Tooth of a Walrus—E. Fales, Lsq.

The autographs of Lord Brougham and the Right Honble.
Geo. Canning. Presented by J. J. Foote, Esq.

Two paper quinze sous of 1837, dated at St. Luce, from W.
Moody, Esq.

A piece of marble from the coffin of Robert the Bruce, two
commissions bearing the autographs of Georae I11, and ol
Sir R. Abererombie, respectively ; also, a coin of Pius IX,
(silver,) two new German coing, and two specimens of
Italian paper money. Presented by IL. 8. Scott, Esq.

Nine coins, English. Spanish and Italian, from J. J.
Hatherly, Esq.

A Wellington token—Prof. MeQuanrrie.

Peruvian coin. Presented by Geo. Morgan, Esq.

Two Spanish coins, 1775-1784.
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LIST OF CORRESPONDING MEMBERS.

Akins, Dr,
N. S.
Bury, Rt
London.
Benavides, H. E. Don Anto-
nio, President of the Royal
Academy of History, Madrid.
Baird, Spencer ¥., Smithso-
nian Institute, Washington.
Benwick, James, New York.
Bourne, F. Orlandt, New
York.

Brackenbury, Col. ., R.A,
lingland.

Bois, Abbé, L. E., Maskinongé
Chauvean, Hon. P. J. O.
Cherriman, J. B., M.A.
Chapleauw, J. A, M.P.P., Hon.
Cortambert, A., Membredela
Société de Géographie de
Paris, Conservateur de la Bi-
bliotheque Nationale.
Boucher de Boucherville,
THHon., C.B.

D’Abbadie, Antoine, Membre
de I'Institut de France, Paris,
De Sola, Rev. A., Montreal.
De Salas, Don Javier, Member
of the Royal Academy of His-
tory. Madrid, &ec.

D' Urban, W. 8. M.

De Peyster. Gen. J. W, New
York.

Danserean, Arthur,
de Lettres, Montreal.

Thos. B., Halifax,
Hon.

Viscount,

Homme

Donaldson, L., St. John, N. B.| T

Dunn, Oscar, Homme de
Lettres, Quebec.

¥ortin, ., M.P., Hon. Com-
missioner of ClOV\ll Lands,
Quebec.

Filippi, Woldémar, le Comte,
Paris.

Graham, Lt.-Col. U.
Chicago.

Gérin, E.,, M.I.P., Homme de
Lettres, Trois-Rivicres.
Grazillier, IAbhé, Saintes,
France.

Henderson, W., Frampton.
Heap, Ralph, London, G. B,
Kingston, G. 1., Professor,
University College, Toronto.
Latour-Huguet, Montreal. .
Lefebvre de Bellefeuille, 13,
Mountreal.

Le Gardeur de Tilly, Hy ppo-
lite, le comte, Chantreau prés-
Sainte, France.

Marchand, F. Gr "NURRES
Homme de Letires, St. Jean.
Noble. Captain R.A., F.R.S.
Provencher, N., Colonel, Ma-
nitoba.

Roget, Peter Mark, London.
Saban, Don Pedro, Secretary
General of the HRoyal Aca-
demy of History, Madnd
Sechelles de Desmaziér es, St.
Malo, France.
Sowell, Rev. Ed.
Sinding, Paul €,
Copenhagen.
Shea, J. G., New York.
Sulte, Benjamin, Homme de
Lettres, Ottawa.

aylor, F.

Tilly. H. L. G., Ottawa.
Wynne, Thomas I,
mond, Va.
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Professor,

Rich-



Adam, J.

Ahern, M. J., M.D.
Andrews, T.

Atkinson, H.

Anderson, H.

Alleyn, R.

Ashe, Capt. R. N, I.R.S.

Baillairgé, L. J.
Baldwin, G. R.
Balfour.
Bertolotto L.
Beckett, T.
Bellean, J. F.
Bennett, Benson.
Bennett, S. Sloan,
Bignell, W.
Billingsley, I
Bishop, E. A.
Bohme, H. J.
Boswell, J. K.
Boswell, Dr. W.
Bouchette, R.S.M., Advo-
cate.

Bradley, R. J.
Breakey, G.
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Brown, J.
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Budden, Heber.
Burke, B. C.
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Carter, Capt. W. H.
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OPENING ADDRESS

DELIVERED BY

JAMES STEVENSON, PRESIDENT,
WEDNESDAY, 19T DECEMBER, 1877,

To tue Mgxpezs or

The Literary and Hisﬁorical Lociety of Quebec.

)

I have much pleasure in welcoming you to the first
meefing of the lecture season, and I hope the proceedings
of the evening may not prove altogether uninteresting.

We shall have the pleasure of listening to a lecture by
one of our associate members, Mr. Turcotte, recalling the
annals of this Society. The purposes for which this Society
was formed are clearly set forth in its Royal Charter: “The
‘ prosecution of researches into the early history of Canada;
“ the recovering, procuring, and publishing interesting
« documents and useful information as to the natural, eivil,
“ and literary history of Dritish North America, and for the
“ advancement of the arts and sciences, from which publie
“ benefit may be expected.”

Mr. Benjamin Sult, of Ottawa, is at present engaged in
preparing for the press, a history of “L’Institut Canadien”
of Ottawa ; and Mr. Turcotte, animated by a similar spirit,
has prepared a short history of our own Society, which
‘wvas established long before the city of Ottawa had any
existence, or was evenknown as a place ynder its primitive
patronymic of “By-town.”*

¥ After the late Colorel By, Royal Eogineers.
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This Society, as far asI have had opportunities of judg-
ing, has realized the expectations of its Founder. Itsrooms
are the resort of those who find time to cultivate an
acquaintance with literature, and who are desirous of
diflusing knowledge. A few of its members continue to
prosecute researches into the early history of Canada; and
from time to i{ime, wuseful information relating to the
natural, civil, and literary history of the country, .
appears in our “Transactions.” The aids which the Society
affords to study, the museum and the library, are accessible
to members during the greater part of the day, and are not
allowed to fall into a state of decay or neglect; but are
properly arranged, duly cared for, and frequently enriched
by desirable additions.

Although the Society was formed chiefly for the purpose
of prosecuting researches into the carly history of Canada,
its founder, the Earl of Dalhousie, was anxious to bring
together and secure the co-operation of all those in the small
community, who had given their attention to subjects of
science, whether natural, physical or historical. Hence the
museum for the purpose of exhibiting specimens of the
Fauna and Flora, as well as the Archxology and Nuamis-
matology of the young colony. The department of Natural
history—though somewhat forcign to the main purpose of
our mission—has received a good deal of attention, and I
believe the Ornithology, Oology, and Entomology of Lower
Canada are fairly represented. Upon all those subjects,
however, I can unfortunately say but little, for the simple
reason that from my own ignorance of them, I have nothing
to contribute. Still I am not insensible to the enjoyment
which our collections must furnish to the students of
natural history, and to every lover of nature.

As regards other objects in our musecum, considerable
interest is attached to the Indian'relics, to some valuable
old charts, a well executed drawing, representing the inte-
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rior of the old church of the Recollet Fathers, models of
forts, and other reminiscences of old buildings and places
in Quebec, all which may be considered the commence-
ment of a collection to be designated hereafter our Archwo-
logical Section. The Scciety is perhaps fortunate in the
possession of these relics, for the mural monuments of
Quebec, those mute chroniclers which better represent the
character of a city than a score of books, are rapidly disap-
pearing. Municipalities generally look upon things from
the utilitarian point of view, and are never very favorably
disposed towards old city walls, but look upon them as
useless impediments to circulation. Old gateways, too, are
an impediment to traffic, so that there is a strong tendency
to demolish them. Artists and antiquarians, on the other
hand, and all people who have either a love for the pictur-
esque, or a sentimental interest in the historical past, are
eager to preserve such great visible relics of it, as walls and
towers, which speak of it to all men, and once destroyed
can never be restored. The familiar monuments, witnesses
of olden times—our gates—are gone, but they may be
replaced by others of modern and more ornamental con-
struction. 'We havereason to hope they will, for our worthy
Mayor informed wus in a recent speech, that the Prime
Minister had promised to place on the estimates for next
session of the Dominion Parliament, an item for carrying
out the improvements suggested by our distinguished
Governor-General. I trust, therefore, that the old walls
which surround the city proper, may be spared, and that
suitable gates will be built in the breaches. There is a
strong desire to preserve the monuments of the past in a
city, rich in associations with memorable events and roman-
tic adventure. Thanks to the enterprise and liberality of
a few of our esteemed citizens,the historic Plains of Abraham
have been rescued from a discreditable condition, and are
now surrounded by a substantial fence, while the Plains

continue accessible as a promenade, a drive, or a parade
ground,
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Our limited collection of coins and medals, some of
which are exhibited in the reading room, has no doubt
been examined by many members. That collection has
not been made for the mere purpose of gratifying or amus-
ing antiquarian curiosity, but with a higher and more
important object. No doubt public acts, official papers,
journals and private memoirs are the sources from which
the historian must draw his facts, but he frequently has
recourse to cabinets of coins and medals for information.
Old coins and medals may therefore be classed with his-
torical documents, for they are of acknowledged value and
service in the elucidation of history, especially of ancient
history. DPrinces and corporations consecrate the memory
of great events by striking medals, the materials of which
are so durable that many historical facts unnoticed in
manuscripts and inscriptions, stand recorded upon medals.
The national collections of Great Britain have recently been
enriched by valunable troversor finds. We read in Ruding
that : “Some years ago, as four boys, under ten years of age,
were playing at marbles, on a Sunday afternoon, on a small
piece of pasture land, at Beaworth, in Hampshire, one of
them discovered in the track of a wagon-wheel, a piece of
lead sticking up above the surface; upon stooping down
to take hold of it he perceived a small hole, into which he
thrust his hand, and brought out a number of coins, his
companions immediately following his example. Though
they did not consider their treasure to be more than old
buttons, they concealed part of them in an adjoining potato
field, and others they took to the village of Beaworth, but
treating them as of no value, some they jerked into the
pond, and others they flung about the road. Ialf a dozen
villagers who were, as usual upon a Sunday afternoon,
congregated in the street, were attracted by the circum-
stance, and being more aware of the value of the pieces
thus discovered, hastened to the spot and commenced a
regular scramble for the booty. As some of the parties
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obtained possession of many more than others; the parents
of the boys who first discovered the treasure, became dis-
satisfied, and appealed to the owner of the land. This
gentleman immediately sent a confidential person to Bea-
worth to claim from the parties the delivery of the coins to
him, which was readily complied with, though itis sus-
pected not to the full extent; on the same evening he re-
ceived upwards of six thousand. They were chiefly com-
posed of coins of William the Conqueror and William II ;
and, according to the villagers’ account, they were packed
in regular layers, in aleaden case, with an attempt at chro-
nological arrangement.”

But perhaps the greatest discovery that has been made
in modern times of treasure-trove, in the shape of ancient
coins, has just occurred in Scotland, on the Montrave
estate, belonging to Mr. John Gilmour, (son of the senior
of one of the leading commercial houses in this city), who
is now in this country, and from whom I have received
the following interesting particulars on the subject:
“ Several farm laborers had been employed to drain a
part of the land about 500 yards from the farm steading.
The operations were being carried on two feet from where,
according to the drain plan of the farm, laborers must have
been engaged in a similar enterprise a quarter of a century
ago. The soil is of the wet, boggy sort. The laborers had
not heen long at work, and had only got ten inches below
the surface, when one of the picks struck upon what, at
first, seemed to be a round boulder, which was speedily
unearthed, it then appeared that the stone was the cover
of a large pot, into which it was firmly wedged. It was
considerable time before the contents could be got out.
Latterly this was accomplished, though with difficulty, and
earth and coins emptied on the ground. It was a very
tedious and diflicnlt task to separate the pieces of silver
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from the earth, the sides, and the bottom of the pot. Indeed
the bottom of the pot remains inlaid with coins. On
removal to Montrave House, the counting was proceeded
with by Mr. and Mrs. Gilmour, when it was discovered
that there were upwards of 10,700 pieces! The most of
these are about the size and thickness of a well worn six-
pence, a few the size of a florin, though not so thick, and a
small number of medium size between these. From the
partial examination that has been made, the silver pieces
are evidently the coins ot the realm that were used in the
12th, 18th, and 14th centuries. The most of the letters are
obliterated. Some of them bear the words Rex Scotormm
Dei Grati, and Rex Scotorum David Di Grati. These letters
surround the head of a monarch on the one side, while on
the other a cross extends over the whole silver piece, with
four stars in angles in the centre. In several, three dots
occupy the place of the stars. Itis supposed thatthe coins
were used in the reigns of Robert II, Robert I1I, David 11,
and in one or other of the Alexanders, and that they must
have been in the position where they were found, for more
than 300 years. The pot, which is in an excellent state of
preservation, is about 20 inches high, 18 inches in diameter
at the top, and bulging out towards the centre. It is
evidently a bronze composition. The stone which covered
the mouth of the pot is of a reddish color, very much
decayed, and in a crumbling state.”

“Amongst the coins found at Montrave are many
foreign imitations manufactured chiefly in Holland—raising
interesting questions for the Antiquary and Historian.
Half of the coins scem to be Scotch, half English, and many
of them have a present market value for museums and
private collections, of from $25 to $50 each ; at these prices,
the 10,735 pieces would be worth converting into current
coin. The Queen, however, is entitled to the whole, and
all, including the pot, are now in London, where, after
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scientific examination and classification, probably occupying
a year or two, the final distribution will be made as may
please Her Majesty. To the two men only who actually
dug up the treasure, is any share of the find lawfully due.
The proprietor of the estate, can demand nothing,
although every reason exists for believing that when the
investigation is over, he will receive back any portion he
may in reason ask for.”

“ The kingdom of Fife, in which the Montrave estate is
sitnated, is rich in Historieal tit-bits, and there, as
elsewhere, old coins and other relics are, no doubt, appro-
priated by the finders oftener than given up. On the
estate of Largo, some years ago, an interesting and
valuable suit of silver armour was found by a vagrant
pedlar who unfortunately kept his secret until disposing of
his find in the ordinary course of his trade, by peddling it
piece by piece away, he lost to the country a priceless relic
of the fierce old times.” It has ever been considered as
the common interest of mankind to concur in the preser-
vation of old coins, for few monuments have contributed
more to establish history upon a sound and trustworthy
basis. than the numary monuments.

And now leaving the museum, I turn to our extensive
library, comprising upwards of thirteen thousand volumes.
It would be difficult to construct a sentence which could
eonvey an adequate idea of the colleetion of valuable books
which it contains. Since the formation of the Society,
many rare and valuable volumes have been damaged and
destroyed by fire, but the liberal contributions which have
since been made, from time to time, by the Government
and by private individuals, have enriched the library with
works which illustrate the truths of history, and exhibit
the progress of science. The members of the Council, in
making their selection of books, have not been unmindful
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of the mission and objects of the Society, 2nd consequently
a preference has been shown for those more costly
productions which few can afford to purchase, but which
many feel hound to read ; while the lighter and more
graceful forms of literature have not been systematically
excluded. A rocmy fire-proof chamber has recently been
constructed in the basement of this building, for the custody
of old and rare works which could not be replaced in the
event of loss; and to make security doubly sure, the
chamber has been provided with an iron chest, in which
historical manuscripts, memoirs, and other documents
which constitute the archives of the Society are deposited.

Since I last had the pleasure of meeting you, this society
has published its transactions for 1876-7, and also a small
volume of historical documents relating to the war of 1812,
selected from those rare old pages in our possession, of the
“Quebec Gazette.” Among the documents which we have
just published, will be found particulars of the engagement
between the British man-of-war “Leopard,” Captain Hum-
phreys, and the American frigate “Chesapeake,” Commo-
dore Barron, one of the events, if not the very event, which
brought on the war of 1812. I shall read a portion of a
paper which I have just received from a friend relating to
that affair. “In the early part of June, 1807, the fifty-gun
ship “Leopard,” Capt. Salasbury Pryce Humphreys, sailed
{rom Halifax with an order addressed to the captains and
commanders under the vice-Admiral’s command, directing '
that in case of meeting the American frigate “Chesapealke”
at sea, and without the limit of the United States, they
were to show her Captain that order, and require to
search for deserters from His Majesty’s ships “Belleisle.”
“Bellona,” “Triumph,” “Melampus,” “Chicester,” “Halifax”
and “Zenobia,” and were to proceed and search for the
same.” “The ‘Leopard’ having weighed and made sail,
arrived off Cape Henry within hail of the ‘Chesapeake.””
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Captain Huniphreys hailing, said, “He had despatches from
the British Commander-in-Chief.” The answer was “Send
them on board, I shall heave to.” Both vessels hove to at
about half-past three in the afternoon, and in a few minutes
Lieut. Meade went on board the ‘“Chesapeake,” bearing in
addition to Vice-Admiral Berkley’s order, already cited, a
letter from Captain Humphreys to Commodore Barron, ad-
verting to the order enclosed, and expressing a hope that
every circumstance might be amicably arranged. At 4.15
in the afternoon, the boat not making her appearance, the
“Leopard” recalled her by signal, and in a few minutes
Lieut. Meade returned with Commodore Barron’s reply :
“I know of no such men as you describe, the officers who
were on the recrniting service for this ship, were particu-
larly instructed not to enter any deserters from His Britan-
nic Majesty’s ships, nor do I know of any being here.”
“The Commodore then states that his instructions are not
to permit the crew of his ship to be mustered by any but
her own officers, that he wishes to preserve harmony, and
that he hopes his answer will prove satisfactory.”

“The ‘Leopard’ then edged down nearer to the ‘Chesa-
peake,’ and Captain Humphreys again hailing, said :—
‘Commodore Barron, you must be aware of the necessity
I am under of complying with the orders of my Command-
er-in-Chief.” After this hail had been twice repecated, the
only reply returned was, ‘I do not understand what you
say, yet the words were distinctly heard by the hailing
ship, and she was to windward. Captain Humphreys re-
solved no longer to be trifled with, and observing on board
the American frigate indications of intended resistance, the
‘Leopard’ discharged a shot across the ‘Chesapeake’s’ fore-
foot. In a minute's time, a second shot was fired ; and in
two minutes more, or at 4.30 p.m., nothing but evasive
answers being returned to the hails of Captain Humphreys,
the ‘Leopard’ fived her broadside. Commodore Barron then
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hailed ; upon this, orders were given to cease firing ; but
as the purport of the hail was only to intimate that he
would send a boat on board the ‘Leopard,’ and as the
‘Chesapeake’ was now clearly seen making preparations to
return the fire, the thing was considered to be an artifice to
gain time, and the ‘Leopard’ renewed her fire ; the ‘Chesa-
peake’ returned a few straggling shots, not one of which
struck her opponent, and at 4.45, just as the ‘Leopard’ had
fired her third broadside, the American frigate hauled down
her colours.”

“ Almost immediately after the surrender of the American
frigate, her fifth Lieutenant, Mr. Sidney Smith, came on
board the “Leopard” with a verbal message from Commo-
dore Barron, signifying that he considered the “Chesapeake”
to be the “Leopard’s” prize.”

“At 5 p.n., Lieut. Gordon, J. Talcon, George Martin
Guise, and John Meade, with several petty officers and
men, went on board the “Chesapeake” to fulfil the object of
the orders of Vice-Admiral Berkley. The books of the
“Chesapeake” were produced and the cresv mustered, one
only of the five deserters from the “Halifax” was found, but
three were found from the “Melampus” frigate.

“ With these, at 7.30 p.m., the “Leopard’s” boat returned
to the ship, bringing also Lieut. William Henry Allen, of
the “Chesapeake,” with a letter from Commodore Barron,
again offering to deliver up the frigate as a prize. To this
Capt. Humphreys replied, that having fulfilled his instrue-
tions, he had nothing more to desire, but must proceed to
join his squadron, he then tendered assistance and deplored
the extremity to which he had been compelled to resort.
At 8 p.m. the “Leopard” made sail towards Lynhaven, and
shortly after the “Chesapeake” did the same towards
Hampton Roads.”
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“ Unfortunately this encounter, although bloodless to the
“Leopard,” was not so to the “Chesapeake,’ the latter
having had three seamen killed, the Commodore, one
midshipman, and sixteen seamen severely wounded.
Although no ome could regret more than Captain
Humphreys that the ordershould have issued, he performed
the unpleasant duty imposed npon him like a gentleman
and a true heart of oak. Admiral Berkley per-
fectly approved of the condnet of Captain Hum-
phreys in the fulfilment of his duty, but the
Captain was nevertheless visited with the condign dis-
pleasure of the Admiralty, was recalled, and never received
any command afterwards, although he frequently applied
for one. When the ‘“Chesapeake” was captured by the
#Shannon,” during the war of 1812, he carnestly solicited -
Lord Melville to give the command to him to whom she
had previously lowered her colours; but neither this nor
any other application met with success.” Twenty-seven
years later, however, our sailor-king, William the IVth,
having looked into the case of Captain Humphreys
(afterwards better known as Sir Salasbury Pryce
Davenport), conferred upon him the honor of Knight-
hood, thus tardily recognizing the merits of a brave officer.
Throngh the kindness of his grandson, Malcolm Daven.
port, Lisq., son of the late Captain Davenport, of the 89th
Regiment, who married a daughter of Chief-Justice Sewell,
one of our first presidents, I have been cnabled to submit
the particulars just read of the attack on the “Chesa-
peake,” and I am further emabled to bring the event
vividly before you by exhibiting an admirable likeness of
the gallant sailor—valuable both as a work of art and a
historical relic—which has been entrusted, temporarily,
to thesafe-keeping of this society by the heirsof the family.
Every possible reparation for the attack on the ‘Chase-
peake’ was made and offered to the American Government.
It was declared that the right of search, when applied to
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ships of war, extended only to a requisition, and could not
be carried into effect by force. But the wrath of America
was unappeasable, the blow, the irreparable and unpar-
donable blow, had been struck.

The volumes of the Quebec Gazelle, which aflord further
information on the same subject, contain numerons copies
of important state papers relating to- the civil and military
history of Canada, published under the authority of the
Executive Governmeni. To trace the sources and move-
ments of history in public documents is an enterprise full -
of interest and utility. In the perusal of historical works,
otherwise nobly executed, we frequently meet with pas-
sages the accuracy of which has to be questioned ; for the
historical imagination sometimes unconsciously paints a
picture not of what took place, but of something entirely
different ; something, perhaps, that harmonizes with the
political bias of the author. I shall give an instance of
this :—In one of our most interesting histories of England,
it is stated that when King Charles I, who had left
London to spend some time in Scotland, received the terri-
ble news of the Irish rebellion, terrible because of the
cruelties which were committed; “he sat down and wrote
coolly, ‘I hope the ill-news of Ireland may hinder these
follies in England.”” Now listen to what we have from
other sources, from those who were in the company of the
King at the time :—*“The King was engaged in the game
of golf,* on Leith Lirks, when in November, 1641, a letter
was put into his hands which gave the first news of the
Irish rebellion ; on reading the letter he suddenly called for
his coach, and leaning upon one of his attendants, in great
agitation, he drove to Holyrood palace, from whenee he

*The Royal and ancient game of golf, in which the King took delight, was intro-
duced a few years-ago into Canada by the present Captain of the Quebec Golf Club,
C. Farquarson Smith, Esq., and is played with groat zest, during the golfing scason,
by somo of our citizens, over that extgnded common knewn as the Cove Fiold, which
golfers now call the Quebec links, in imitation of tho customn in tho Mother Country
of applying the term links to an cxtended grass common or downs.
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set out the next day for London.” This was, undoubtedly,
his last game in Scotland, and probably the last game of
golf he ever played. The touching story of the golfers
bears upon its face the very stamp of truth, and removes
the painful impression produced upon the mind by the
implied heartlessness of the King, as he is represented in
the historical narrative.

It would not be difficnlt to adduce other instances of
conflicting testimony in historical literature, but I have
said sufficient to show that for practical gunidance in the
construction of history, we have to depend upon such docu-
ments as this Society, in fulfilment of its mission, has pub-
lished from time to time. Thus far the attention of its
working members has been bestowed chiefly upon the
early history of Canada under the French régime—a de-
lightful theme, equally gratifying to the historical and the
antiquarian taste. We have, however, reached a point, T
think, in our search for materials belonging to that period
of history, when we travel over the same ground again and
again without making many new discoveries, and conse-
quently it has been considered desirable to enter upon an-
other field embracing a later period of our history, and to
deal with it in the same manner that we have dealt with the
clder. IHence the publication of the {ifth series of historical
documents which I have referred to, and which relate
almost execlusively to the war of 1812, every event of which
is interesting to us as Canadians.

In pursuance, then, of that design, it is the intention of
the Society, I believe, to continue collecting and publish-
ing such papers of interest as can be obtained, consisting of
official documents, journals and memoirs relating to the war.
The latter, I may add, are very rare; thereflore, if
any member of the society has such in his pos-
session, or knows where they are to be found, I
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shall be pleased if he will communicate with me on
the subject with a view to their publication. One vala-
able memoir has been transmitted to me by our estecmed
friend, Colonel Coffin, of Ottawa,author of “The War of 1812
and its Moral,” in whose behalf I have now the pleasure of
presenting the memoir to the Society, as a gift, viz. :—An
autograph letier of the late Sir Etienne Taché, relating to
the battle of Chateaugunay and the attack on Plattsburg. I
shall read an extract from a mnote, which I received
from Colonel Coflin, accompanying the mémoir.

“I have heen amusing myself,” he says, “by re-assorting
papers relating to the warof 1812. Side by side witha very
pleasant letter from yourself, I find a paper to which I
attach more than ordinary historieal importance. It is an
autograph letter from Sir Etienne Taché, written in 1863,
to assist chiefly in compiling my (intended) account of the
Plattsburg campaign. I never got so far, and so the paper
has remained unused. It is doubly valuable as a truthfal
and trustworthy narrative of the ocenrrences related, and
as indicative of the modest and manly character of the
writer. I think the paper too valuable to remain in my
hands, and that the archives of the Literary and Historical
Society of Quebec would be an appropriate shrine for such
a relique. I hasten, then, to place it, throngh you, at the
disposal of this body, praying simply that in return they
willhave the goodness to cause a copy to be made and sent
to me—retaining the original.”

I shall now do myself the honor of reading the memoir,
which I am sure will be listened to with attentive interest.

It is dated :
MoNTMAGNY, 29me M1, 1863.

MoN cHER COLONEL,

Je vous remercie bien sincérement de votre obligeance,
dans le dessein d’obtenir de moi des renseignements per-



sonnels touchant la bataille de Chateatiguay, afin de vous
permettre d’introduire mon nom dans la série de Jectures
que vous vous proposez de donner sur les événements de
la guerre de 1812. Les choses changent bien dans le cours
d’'un demi-siéele, et les péripéties de la vie humaine
étonnent souvent ceux qui en sont les jouets, tant dans la
bonne que dans la mauvaise fortune.

Il y anra cinquante ans l'automne prochain que s'est
livrée la bataille de Chateanguay. A cette époque je
n’étals qu'un pauvre petit lieutenant, bien jeune, n’ayant que
18 ans. Vous vous proposez de donmer, sur la dernicre
guerre avec nos voising, des lectures Aistoriques, sans doute,
et non de la poésie, ou du roman, comme cela se pratique
quelque fois. Or, lhistoire, c’est quelque chose de sacrée;:
Phistoire c’est la fille du ciel, qui n’admet pas l'ombre
méme d’'un relief pour 'ornement d’un fait. Voici done la
part que j'ai réellement prise lors de l'événement mémo-
rable en question. Deux de nos compagnies—la droite et
la ganche, commandées par MM. les capitaines Lévesque
et Debartch—furent chaudement engagées dans cette af-
faire ; un lieutenant y fut blessé—Powell, des Townships—
et plusieurs hommes tués et mis hors de combat, mais je ne
Jaisais pas partie de ces compagnies. Le reste du bataillon,
le 5éme, ou “Devil's own,” comme on I'appelait alors, parce
quil y avait bien des avocats parmi les officiers, était sta-
tionné aux Cédres et an Céteau-du-Lac. A la nouvelle de
lapproche d'un gros corps ennemi se dirigeant wvers la
Jourche ; ordre fut donmné aun détachement stationné au
Céteau-du-Lac de traverser incontinent a Beauharnois et
de se porter en toute hate sur Chateanguay. Ce détache-
ment, composé de trois compagnies, était commandé par le
Major Guy, et les Capitaines étaient Louis Joseph Papinean,
La Rocque et votre humble serviteur, le petit Lieutenant
de 18 ans, commandant une compagnie vacante en l'ab-
sence de son brave Capitaine, M. Berezy, remplisant a



aliphes

cette époque, dans le Haut-Canada, des fonctions spéciales.
Ce détachement, aprés avoir passé le fleuve, en toute hate
se dirigea & marches foreées a travers les bois, les riviéres
et les marais sur Chiiteangunay. Cependant il était décreté,
la-haut, que, nonobstant nos fatigues et nos privations de
toutes sortes, nous n’aurions pas le plaisir de tirer un coup
de fusi], I'ennemi ayant pris la fuite peu de temps avant
notre arrivée. Néanmoins nous pumes occuper de suite
une position militaire et nous prépaper a prendre une
honne part & une nouvelle lutte, si I'ennemi etit voulu la
recommencer. C’est sur la narration fidele, et attestée, de
la part que prit notre détachement & l'affaire de Chétean-
guay, que la Commission, chargée par les autorités Britan-
niques de la distribution des médailles, a accordé la mé-
daille de Chateanguay aux officiers et aux miliciens de ce
détachement qui l'ont réclamée. Ainsi vous voyez, mon
cher Colonel, qui si mes lauriers de Chateaugunay n’ont pas
¢té teints de sang, ils ont ¢té en revanche mouillés de beau-
coup de sueurs et couvert d'une énorme quantité de boue
et de fange !

Le printemps suivant, dans le mois d’avril, le détache-
ment dont je faisais partie, ayant passé I'hiver en garnison
a Montréal, ne fut pas plus heureux, du moins quant a
l'occasion de faire le coup de fusil. Sur la nouvelle d’'une
approche de l'ennemi vers Lacolle, il recut ordre, avec
trois jours de provisions, de se porter en toute hate sur le
point menacé. Nous passimes le fleuve a la veille de la
débacle, non sans beaucoup de dangers, et nous dirigeames
alors notre marche par Laprairie, St. Philippe, I’ Acadie,
Bartonville, sur Lacolle. Vous dire la misére et la fatigue
que nous éprouvimes durant tout le cours de cette expédi-
tion est chose impossible a4 décrire, et avant de bivouaquer
le soir & Bartonville il nous fallut passer une petite riviere,
moitié a la nage pour les plus petits, et & I'ean sous les
aisselles pour des plus grands, les hommes, durant cette ma-
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neeuvre, accrochant leurs gibernes entre la bayette du fusil
et le coude de la baionnette pour préserver la poudre.
Enfin, rendus & Bartonville, mouillés plus que des canards,
il nous fallut coucher @ la belle éloile, par une nuit trés-
froide du mois d’avril, et nous déshabiller nus comme la
main, pour tordre nos vétements et les faire sécher au fen
de vieilles batisses que nous avions embrasées, et des pi-
quets et perches de cloture qui se trouvaient & notre portée,
dont nous nous servimes toute la nuit pour combustible,
durant de longues heures de souffrance. A I'heure qu’il
est, je ne puis m’expliquer comment la grande moitié¢ du
détachement ne mourut pas de misére; mais la jeunesse a
tant de viabilité ; I'enthousiasme fait vaincre tant de périls!
Encore s’il nous eut &té donné de pouvoir tirer un
coup de fusil sur I'ennemi, cela nous eut dédommagé de
bien des miseéres; mais arrivés le soir, a la nuit tombante, &
Bartonville, les Américains venaient d’étre repoussés quel-
ques heures auparavant, et cela seulement a deux milles de
distanee d’ou nous étions parvenus. Ainsi la gloire —voyez
les caprices de Dame fortune—les lauriers furent pour ceux
qui n’avaient pas fait un mille pour se déplacer; la fatigue,
la misere, les dangers de l'immersion totale du corps, &
cette saison de l'année, le dépit de n’avoir pas combattu
Pennemi, aprés tant de souffrances, devinrent notre par-
tage; et il nous fallut rebrousser chemin, la téte basse;
cest bien ce qui sappelle, & juste titre: «fortune de
guerre.”

La campagne de 1814 s’étant ainsi ouverte pour nous
d’une maniére assez désagréable, se termina, en revanche,
il faut le dire, d’'une maniére plus conforme au naissant
esprit militaire qui commencait & se manifester alors chez
tous nos compatriotes. En revenant donec de Bartonville,
nous rencontrimes 'Honorable Gerald de Courcy, ci-devant
Major au T0éme Régiment d'infanterie, qui venait d'étre
nommé Lieutenant-Colonel de notre bataillon, lequel, dés
lors transformé en bataillon d’infanterie légere, fut appelé

3
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« Chasseurs Canadiens.” Depuis cette ¢époque—la fin
d’avril 1814—jusqu’a la marche de I'armée échelonnée de-
puis Chambly & Odletown, sur le territoire ennemi, au
commencement de Septembre, ce ne fut pour nous qu’exer-
cice et manccuvres du matin au soir. Notre jeune et infa-
tigable chef étant debout aun réveille-—4 heures du matin——
jusqu’a la nuit noir, nous donnait une heure pour déjen-
ner, une heure-et-demie pour diner, une heure pour souper,
et employait le reste du temps, sans relache, a I'instruction
des officiers et des soldats. Aussi fallait-il voir notre corps,
vers la fin d’aolit, comme il était beau, comme il mancu-
vrait fierement en ligne, cote-i-cote des Wellingtoniens;
comme il bondissait de jeunesse et d’enthousiasme, comme
il avait confiance en sa force! Iixcusez, mon cher Colonel,
cos réminiscences d'un demi-siécle : I'age affaiblit le corps,
et je sens des larmes involontaires s'échapper de mes yeux.
Laa marche sur Plattshurg ayant été ordonnée, les Chas-
seurs Canadiens, les Voltigeurs, appartenant a la brigade
Brisbane, longérent les bords du lac Champlain, suivis du
108éme et du 13¢me Régiments d’infanterie, composant
cette brigade, tandis que les brigades Power et autres se
portaient sur le méme point par le chemin intérieur et pa-
ralléle a celui du lac. La gauche en téte, les Chasseurs
ayant eu honneur d’étre appelés & former I'avant-garde,
mon brave Capitaine, William Berezy, qui alors avait repris
le commandement de sa compagnie, celle de la gauche, eut
I'avantage d'ouvrir la marche avec ses tirailleurs. Les
tirailleurs ennemis firent bien frime de nous inquiéter,
mais notre fcu bien nourri, dans tous les cas, nous en dé-
barrassa bien promptement. La colonne, arrivée a trois on’
quatre milles de la place, se vit tout & coup arrétée par des
embarras considérables ; des pins de trois & quatre pieds de
diamétre ayant ¢té jetés péle-méle, téte béche, d travers la
voie principale. D’abord le Général mit & I'cuvre ses
sapeurs Wellingtoniens ; mais que faire avec des hommes
n'ayant que des serpes et des égohines “landsaws” pour
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couper des pins de trois pieds sur la souche? Alors de
Courcy et Herriot se procurérent des héches, et cent bons
bras Canadiens, mettant le fusil de c¢6té pour un instant,
commencérent 'ccuvre du déblaiement, Les pins se sé-
parent en piéces de vingt pieds de long, comme par en-
chantement ; on les placent & droite et & gauche de la route ;
la colonne, arrétée pour un instant, reprend sa marche:
infanterie, artilleric et cavalerie se dirigent en avant. C’est
alors que jentendis un officier de I'état-major du Général
Brisbane s'écrier: “ what smart young fellows; what should
we have done without these lads.” Deux heures aprés la téte
de la colonne, c’est-i-dire, mon vaillant Capitaine Berezy,
arrivait a “Dead Creek,” qu’il fallut passer & gué, Peau
étant & demi-jambe, et fort agréable a cette saison de
Pannée, offrant un grand contraste, pour la sensation et la
profondeur, avec la petite rivicre que nous avions passée le
mois d’aviil précédent en approchant de Bartonville. Dé-
barrassés alors des tirailleurs ennemis, nous nous trouvimes
cu face du lac Champlain, en vue de la belle flotte Améri-
caine, qui semblait nous défier, et qui, ayant des chaloupes
canoniéres sur les bords du lac, nous salua de son mieux,
saus que nos chefs daignassent répondre a cet acte d’agres-
sion. Pendant six jours nous fimes occupés a la tranchée et
a la protection de nos ouvrages, i demi-portée de canon de
I'ennemi.

Le jour de I'assaut, dont le signal devait étre donné par
Pattaque de notre flotte, la compagnie Berezy, toujours la
gauche en téte, étendait son front en tirailleurs sur notre
coté de la rive de la Saranaque, et les tirailleurs Américains
nous rencontrant, en manceuvrant en sens inverse, il s'en
suivit une bien vive fusillade, durant laquelle notre com-
pagnie, d'un eftectif de 70, eut treize hommes de tués et
mis hors de combat en moins de quinze minutes. Mais le
Capitaine Berezy m’ayant ordonné d’aller informer le
Colonel de ce qui se passait, celui-ci ordonnant un *a



PR Ty

gauche—pas de course !” au reste du bataillon, les Volti-
geurs, stationnés sur notre droite, en faisant de méme, en
un clin d’@il ce renfort opportun chassa dans lintérieur
du bois la force qui nous était opposée.

Je n'entreprendrai pas ici de blamer, de justifier ou d’ex-
pliquer tout ce qui est arrivé dans le cours de la malhen-
reuse expédition de Plattsburg. J'ai désiré me borner
dans cette lettre & faire voir le role que jouérent les Volti-
geurs et les Chasseurs Canadiens dans cette occasion. Les
Chasseurs, arrivés les premiers devant Plattsburg, furent
aussi les derniers i laisser cette place: ils avaient formé
I'avant-garde en marchant contre I’ennemi, ils durent for-
mer l'arriére-garde en retraitant sur le territoire Canadien.
Quant a Ja part que prirent dans les chaloupes canoniéres,
deux compagnies du 33me bataillon—les compagnies de
flanes——je prends la liberté de vous référer & un petit mé-
moir que j'ai publi¢ dans les “Mémoirs et documents pu-
blics par la Société Historique de Montréal, troisidme
livraison,” que je vous envoie, et que je vous prie de me’
renvoyer lorsque vous l'aurez lu, n’ayant que cette copie.
Indépendamment de cette brochure, je vous expédie par la
poste de ce jour trois exemplaires d'un petit opuscule que
Jje viens de publier sur I'organisation des Volontaires et de
la Milice. Iin somme, si I'expédition de DPlattsburg a été
une affaire manquée pour l'état, elle n’en a pas moins été
une belle occasion pour les Franco-Canadiens, qui n’étaient
pas tenus, par laloi, de faire une guerre d’agression en pays
ennemi—de montrer que les frimas du Canada n’avaienten
rien refroidi 'ardeur belliqueuse des petits-fils de la vieille
France; que, semblables en tout & leurs ancétres, ils sa-
vaient donner des preuves de cette gaieté inépuisable, de
cette agilité incroyable, de ce mépris de la vie qui, & toutes
les €poques de Thistoire de I'Europe, a distingué le soldat
Frangais.

Tout & vous,
E. P. Tacut.
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The late Hon. Wm. Hamilton Merrit, of Niagara, 4 cons
temporary of Sir Etienne, a fellow soldier, and subse-
quently a fellow legislator, left a diary which he kept
during the war—a mass of papers—no doubt of much his-
torical value, but they were all burnt up with the town of
Niagara. The raw material out of which history is formed
consists of such papers : their safety and preservation is
therefore a matter of importance to the common interest.
We have, I fear, reason to apprehend that valuable his-
torical documents are not lodged in places of safety. It is
therefore the duty of the society to take cognisance of this,
and to protect the archives of the country by every means
in its power. At a Convention recently held in Ottawa, on
the occasion of the inauguration of the new Iall of
I/ Institut Canadien, the subject of the archives of Canada
was discussed. This society sent two delegates to that
Convention, Past-President J. M. LeMoine, Esq., and Vice-
President Colonel Strange, and on their return they sub-
mitted a lucid report of the proceedings, adverting more
especially to the subject of the archives. Their views cor-
respond with those expressed by one of our late Presidents
—*“That our first efforts should be directed to making
arrangements for collecting together, assorting and index-
ing the very valuable historical documents which we al-
ready possess, but which are unavailable from being scat-
tered from one end of the Dominion to the other.” No
doubt that course should be adopted, and this society
should join with others of kindred purpose in memorializ-
ing the Dominion Government upon the expediency, or
rather the necessity of securing the safety and preservation
of the archives by gathering them together into one Public
Record Office. Ishall not, however, attempt to discuss the
subject in the last paragraph of an address already spun
out to too great length; but I will suggest that a special
general meeting should be called for the purpose of dealing
with it in a manner caleulated to lead to practical and
beneficial results.






