
GLIMPSES OF QUEBEC,
DURING

Tie Last Ten Years of Freud Dominion, 1749-59,

OBSERVATIONS ON, AND CONTRASTS BETWEEN, ITS PAST
AND THE PRESENT.

A PAPER READ BEFORE THE SOCIETY, 3rd DEC., 1879,

BY THE PRESIDENT, J. M. LEMOINE.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

Had my object been merely to please your fancy and

captivate your imagination by exhibiting those noble traits

of individual bravery those examples of sacrifice of self,

for love of country those hair-breadth escapes by flood

and field, of which our annals abound, closing my narra-

tive with the grand spectacle of the triumphal march of

civilisation over Indian ferocity in its most repellant forms,

it is not the era of expiring French power, at Quebec, I

should have searched for material.

My eyes would have reverted to those brave old times

of Champlain d'Iberville de Frontenac Dollard des Or-

meaux Brebceuf Mdllc. de Vercheres, &c.

However, the dark days which heralded the loss of Can-

ada to France, are not without their interest. To the stu-

dent of history, they are pregnant with teachings; every
where you read the bitter lesson, which in all ages Kings
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aiid Commoners have had to learn : everywhere breaks forth

the inexorable logic taught by the violation of the eternal

laws of moral rectitude and civic duty.

17-49.
Let us then view Quebec such as a celebrated tourist

found it in 1749
;
ten years later we will witness the fall-

ing asunder of a stately, but insecure edifice the French

domination in North America.

On the 5th August, 1749, a distinguished traveller, re-

commended by royalty^ accredited by academies and uni-

versities Professor Kalm, the friend of Linnccus, landed

in the LowTer Town. His approach had not been unherald-

ed, nor unexpected ; advices from Versailles having pre-

viously reached the Governor of Canada. On stepping on

shore from the "canopied" bale.au, provided for him by the

Baron of Longueuil, Governor of Montreal, Major de Ser-

inonville, the officer to whose care he had been committed,

led him forthwith to the palace of the Marquis de La-

galissonniere, the Governor General of Canada, who. he

says, received him with "
extraordinary goodness." His

Excellency at that time, the recognised patron of literature

and the arts, in New France, in anticipation of the Pro-

lessor's arrival, had ordered apartments to be got ready for

the illustrious stranger, who was introduced to an in-

telligent guide, Dr. Gaulthier, royal physician, and also an

able botanist. Kalm, henceforth, will be an honored, nay,
a not unfrequent guest at the Chateau St. Louis, yonder,

during his stay in Quebec.

The Professor tells how cheerfully he paid to the crew,

comprised of six rowers, the usual fee or jiour-boire to

escape the traditional "
ducking

"
to which all travellers

(without excepting the Governor General) were otherwise

subjected to, on their first visit to Quebec or Montreal.

* The Kings of France and cf Sweden.
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A man of mark was the Swedish botanist and philo-

sopher, not only by his position among European
savants, but also as being the special f envoy of the Royal

Academy of Sciences, at Stockholm, and as the represent-

ative of the three Universities of Aobo, Lund and Upsala,
who had supplied the greater portion of the funds neces.

sary to carry out his scientific mission, which lasted nearly
four years. Provided with passports and recommenda-
tions to the Swedish Ministers at the Courts of London,

Paris, Madrid, the Hague, we find P.:ter Kalm sailing from

Upsala on the 16th October, 1747, accompanied by Lars

Yungstrcem an assistant, skilful as a botanist, a gardener
and an artist.

The disciple of Linnoms, after having successively visit-

ed Norway, came to
. England ;

and after spending some
time there, he crossed the Atlantic, viewing New York
and Pennsylvania, and finally Canada, noting down, day

by day, in his journal, countries men manners animals

trees plants ores minerals, &c., with accuracy and

in detail. His travels are the subject-matter of two large

volumes, illustrated with plates, maps, &c., and translated

into English, at London, in 1771.

Ladies and gentlemen, with your permission, we shall

follow the adventurous footsteps of Professor Kalm, in our

streets, and round our old city, one hundred and thirty years

ago, and take note of what his cicerone, Dr. Graulthier, may
tell him about the old rock, its inhabitants, customs, c.

t B:vron Ston Charles Biclko, of Finland, had proposed to the 11 ynl Academy of

Soiences, at Stockholm, to send an able man to the Northern ports of Siberia and
Iceland, as localities which arc partly under tlio same latitude with Sweden

;
and to

make there such observation?, and collections of seeds arid plants, as would improve
the Swedish husbandry, gardening, manufactures, art* and tu-icneos. Professor

Linnreus thought that a journey through North America would be yet of a more
ex:.enive utility, the plants of America being then but little known. Kaltn's uii>-

Mn to America, however, wns duo to the initiative of Count Tessin, a nobleman of

merit, on his becoming President of the Royal Academy; to the learned botanist

Linnifiud
;
and to the influence of the Prince Iloyal, subsequently Kiujj of Swedun,

and then Chancellor of the University of I'p-nla.
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Kalm, on his way to the Chateau St. Louis, had to ascend

Mountain Hill. Shall we not have a word to say about

this to us very familiar thoroughfare? "Why called

Mountain Hill ?

"When Quebec was founded, and for years afterwards, a

very rugged footpath led from the strand under Cape Dia-

mond to the lofty area above, where the great Indian Chief

Donacona no doubt used to bag grouse and hares by
dozens, in the day of Jacques-Cartier. On the 27th

November, 1623, the descent to the Lower Town had

been opened out and made more practicable ;
we would

imagine it must have undergone another levelling to

admit of the ascent of the first horse, who paced the

streets of Quebec the stud presented from France as a

gift to His Excellency, Charles Huault de Montmagny, in

1648. Though horned cattle existed in the colony as early

as 1623, oxen were for the first time used to plough on the

27th April, 1623. Champlain's habitation stood in the

Lower Town, on the site where the little Church of Notre-

Dame-de-la-Victoire was subsequently erected. The first

European settler in the Upper Town was a Parisian apothe-

cary by name Louis Hebert who in 1617, set to clearing

some land for agricultural purposes, wrhere now stand the

Basilica and the Seminary, and that area of ground extend-

ing from Sainte-Famille Street to the Hotel-Dieu. Hebert

built himself a tenement the historian Laverdiere thinks

where the Archbishop's Palace now stands. He also

erected a mill (a wind-mill probably) on that point of Saint

Joseph Street wThich connects with Saint Frai^ois and

Saint Flavien Streets. Hebert's house and his neighbor

Gruillaume Couillard's (the foundations of which were dis-

covered in 1866 by the Abbe Laverdiere, in the Seminary

Garden, in rear and facing the entrance of the old \ving of

the Seminary) seem to have been the first structures raised

in the Upper Town. Mountain Hill, Cote Lamontagne,

took its name according to some writers, from one Lamon-
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tague, located in the neighborhood ; according to others,

from its being the ascent to the mountain on \vhich is

perched our picturesque town.

How many gallant French Vice-Roys? How many

proud English Governors and Admirals have ascended this

steep hill, from the day of Champlaiu to that of Peter Kahn
and his learned and accomplished friend Admiral de Laga-

lissonnierc the victor of poor Byng in the Mediterranean
;

from the fighting times of 1759, when de Bougainville,

de Vauclain, Durell, Saunders, Cook, Palliser, Jervis anchor-

ed their ships of war in our port to the auspicious day.

when the Lord of Lome and the royal Lady by his side

were escorted by our citizen soldiers to their quarters on

Cape Diamond?

If it should be superfluous to retrace the mode of recep-

tion extended to the envoys of Downing Street in our day,

possibly, many of you, would not be averse to seeing lifted

from the past the veil of years, and recalling some of the

pageants, with which the colony greeted the proud mar-

quisses and counts, who ascended Mountain Hill, accredited

representatives of the Grand Monarqiic, who swayed martial

France.

Shall we then accompany the Professor down Mountain

Hill and witness the arrangements made on the 15th

August, 1740, for the reception of the new Governor, the

Marquis de Lnjonqiticre, who is to replace Amiral de Luya-
lis.wnnicre.

" About eight o'clock, says Kahn, the chief people in

town assembled at the house of Mr. do Vaudreuil, who
had lately been nominated Governor of T/'ois-Rivicres, and

lived in the Lower Town
Thither came likewise the Marquis de Lagalissonniere, who
had till now been Governor-General

He was accompanied by the people belonging- to the
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Government. 1 was likewise invited to see this festivity.

At half an hour after eight, the new G-overnor-G-eneral

went from the ship into a barge, covered with red cloth,

upon which a signal with cannons was given from the

ramparts, for all the bells in the town to be set a-ringing.

All the people of distinction went down to the shore to

salute the Governor, who, alighting from the barge, was

received by the Marquis de Lagalissonniere. After they had

saluted each other, the Commandant of the Town address-

ed the New Governor-General in a very elegant speech,

which he answered very concisely ;
after which all the

cannons on the ramparts gave a general salute. The whole

street, up to the Cathedral, was lined with men in arms,

chiefly drawn out from among the Burghesses. The

Governor-General then walked towards the Cathedral

dressed in a suit of red, with abundance of gold lace. His

servants went before him in green, carrying fire-arms on

their shoulders. On his arrival at the Cathedral he was

received by the Bishop of Canada and the whole Clergy

assembled. The Bishop was arrayed in his Pontifical

liobes, and had a long gilt tiara on his head and a great

crozier of massy silver in his hand.^ After the Bishop had

addressed a short speech to the Governor-General, a Priest

brought a silver Crucifix on a long stick (two Priests with

lighted tapers in their hands going on each side of it) to be

kissed by the Governor. The Bishop and the Priests then

went through the long walk up to the choir. The servants

of the Governor-General followed with their hats on, and

arms on their shoulders. At last, came the Governor-

General and his suite, and after them a crowd of people.

At the beginning of the choir, the Governor-General and

the General de Lagalissonniere stopped before a chair cover-

ed with red cloth, and stood there during the whole time

of the celebration of the Mass, which was celebrated by

Travels of P. Kalm ia Xorth America, Vol. II, p. 300.
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the Bishop himself. From the Church he \veut to the

Palace, where the gentlemen of note in town afterwards

went to pay their respects to him. The religious of the

different orders, with their respective superiors, likewise

came to him, to testify their joy on account of his happy
arrival. Among the number that came to visit him, none
staid to dine but those that were invited before hand,

among which I had the honor to be. The entertainment

lasted very long, and was elegant as the occasion required,"

In earlier times, the military and religious display was
blended with an aroma of literature and elaborate indian

oratory, combining prose and poetry.

Our illustrious friend, Francis Parkman, will tell us of

what took place on the arrival, on the 28th July, 1658, of

the Viscount D'Argenson, the Governor of the colony.
" "When Argenson arrived to assume the government, a

curious greeting had awaited him. The Jesuits asked him
to dine; vespers followed the repast; and then i hey con-

ducted him into a hall where the boys of their school

disguised, one as the Genius of New France, one as the

Genius of the Forest, and others as Indians of various

friendly tribes made him speeches by turn, in prose and

in verse. First, Pierre du Quet, who played the Genius of

Newr France, presented his Indian retinue to the Governor,

in a complimentary harangue. Then four other boys,

personating French colonists, made him four flattering

addresses, in French verse. Charles Denis, dressed as a

Huron, followed, bewailing the ruin of his people, and

appealing to Argenson for aid. Jean Francois Bourdon, in

the character of an Algonquin, next advanced on the

platform, boasted his courage, and declared that he was

ashamed to cry like the Huron. The Genius of the Forest

now appeared, with a retinue of wild Indians from the

interior, who being unable to speak French, addressed the

Governor in their native tongues, which the Genius
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proceeded to interpret. Two other boys in the character

of prisoners just escaped from the Iroquois, then came

forward imploring aid in piteous accents
;
and in conclusion

the whole troop of Indians from far and near laid their

bows and arrows at the feet of Argenson, and hailed him

as their chief.

Besides these mock Indians, a crowd of genuine savages
had gathered at Quebec to greet the new "Ononthio." On
the next day at his own cost, as he writes to a friend

he gave them a feast, consisting of seven large kettlesful of

Indian corn, peas, prunes, sturgeon, eels and fat, which

they devoured, he says, after having first sung me a song,

after their fashion."

On the long list of famous Viceroys, under French

or -English rule, in Canada, we know of but one who
could have stood, undismayed, this avalanche of addresses

and oratory, ready with a happy reply to each. Need I

name him ?

Probably one of the most gorgeous displays on record,

was that attending the arrival of the great Marquis of Tracy
in 1665. He came with a brilliant staff,, a crowd of young
nobles

;
and accompanied by two hundred sol'diers,

to be followed by a thousand more of the dashing regiment
of Carignan-Salieres- "He sailed up the St. Lawrence, and,

on the thirtieth of June, 1665, anchored in the basin of

Quebec. The broad, white standard, blazoned with the

arms of France, proclaimed the representative of royalty ;

and Point Levi and Cape Diamond and the distant Cape
Tourmente roared back the sound of the saluting cannon.

All Quebec was on the ramparts or at the landing place,

and all eyes were strained at the two vessels as they slowly

emptied their crowded decks into the boats alongside.

The boats at length drew near, and the lieutenant-general

and his suite landed on the quay with a pomp such as

Quebec had never seen before.
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Tracy was a veteran of sixty-two, portly and tall, "one

of the largest men I ever saw," writes Mother Mary; but

he was sallow with disease, for fever had seized him, and

it had fared ill with him on the long voyage. The
Chevalier de Chaumont walked at his side, and young
nobles surrounded him, gorgeous in lace and ribbons, and

majestic in leonine wigs. Twenty-four guards in the

King's livery led tho way, followed by four pages and six

valets*
;
and thus, while the Frenchmen shouted and tho

Indians stared, the august procession threaded the streets

of the Lower Town, and climbed the steep pathway that

scaled the cliffs above. Breathing hard, they reached the

top, passed on the left the dilapidated walls of the fort and

the shed of mingled wood and masonry which then, bore

the name of the Castle of St. Louis
; passed on the right the

old house of Couillard and the site of Laval's new seminary,

and soon reached the square betwixt the Jesuit college and

the Cathedral.

The bells were ringing in a phrerisy of welcome. Laval

in pontificals, surrounded by priests and Jesuits, stood

waiting to receive the deputy of the King, and as he

greeted Tracy and offered him the holy water, he looked

with anxious curiosity -to see what manner of man he was.

The signs were auspicious. The deportment of the lieu-

tenant-general left nothing to desire. A prie-dieu had been

placed for him. lie declined it. They offered him a

cushion, but ho would not have it, and fevered as he wos
he knelt on the bare pavement with a devotion that edified

every beholder. Te .Deitm was sung and a day of rejoicing

followed."

In our day, we can recall but one pageant at all equal :

the roar of cannon, &c., attending the advent of the great

" His constant attendance when he went alroad," snyg Mrc Juchcrpau.

The Old Iteyime in Canada, p. 177-9.
o



Earl of Durham, but there were noticeable fewer "priests,"

fewer "Jesuits," and less "kneeling" in the procession.

Line-of-battle ships stately frigates, twelve in number :

the Malabar Hastings Cornwallis Inconstant Hercults

Pique Ckarybdis Pearl Vestal Medea Dee and An-

dromache escoited to our shores, the able, proud, humane, f

unlucky Vice-Roy and High Commissioner, with his clever

advisers the Turtons, Bullers, Wakefields, Hansomes,

Derbyshires, Dunkins, cum mullis aliis.

On the 21st August 1749, Kalrn was present at an

interview of delegates from three of the Indian nations

of Canada, the Anies, Micmacs and Hurons with

the French Governor of Quebec. The Anies (Oneidas)

delegates four in number were the only survivors

(two excepted) of a band of fifty Indians who had recently

"ambushed" near Montreal, where they went in quest of

plunder and had been killed by the French. The Hurons

were identical with those then settled at Indian Lorette :

we are told that they delivered their harangues, seated on

chairs, round His Excellency who was seated, whilst the

Micmacs,
" sat on the ground like Laplanders." Ivalm

describes the Hurons as "
tall, robust people, well shaped

and of a copper colour. They have short black hair,

which is shaved on the forehead, from one ear to the

other. None of them wear hats or caps. Some have ear-

rings, others not. Many of them have the face painted all

over with vermillion ; others have only strokes of it on the

forehead and near the ears, and some paint their hair with

vermillion. Red is the color they chiefly make use of in

painting themselves
;
but I have likewise seen some who

had daubed their faces with a black colour. Many of them

have figures on the face, and on the whole body, which are

tl use the terra advisedly, for had he followed out the Colborne policy and

gibetted th "Bermuda exiles," he would have bad one sin less to atone for, at the

hands of Lord Brougham and other merciless enemies in England.



stained into the skin, so as to be indelible These

figures are commonly black; some have a snake painted
on each cheek, some have several crosses, some an arro\v

others the sun, or anything else their imagination leads

them to." (Vol. II, P. 320.) What an observant man, the

Swedish Professor seems to have been !

These Indian Councils, with their wampum belts, fantas-

tic, airy and grotesque costumes of the chiefs, &c., have more

than once been trying to the gravity of Europeans
whether French or English. Professor Dussieux, probably
on the authority of Charlevoix, gives some humorous inci-

dents which happened at the grand Indian Councils held

in 1700 and 1701, at Montreal.

" The Algonquin chief, says he, a winsome and brave

young warrior proud of his victories on the Iroquois, had

done his hair in a ridge like the comb of a cock, with a

scarlet plume, erect on the crest and hanging over behind.

Another chief of note and wit, wore on his pate the skin

of the head of a young bullock, with the horns falling over

his ears

An Outagami chief had smeared his face with red paint,

and had 0:1 his head an old poudree and disordered

perruque, which gave him a hideous, but mirth-provoking

appearance. Wishing to honor the French Governor with

a French bow, he removed his wig : this caused an explosion

of laughter among the French without interfering with

his own gravity ;
he then demurely replaced his wiir and

got through with his harangue." *

One is reminded of the interview of one of our Vice-Roys
with the great Chief (Peter Basket possibly ?) of the Resti.

gouche Indians in our own day. His Excellency had listen*

* LE CANADA sout li Domination Frriymr. L. Dassieux, p 95.
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ed with marked attention to one-half of the solemn sing-song

address of his dusky, loyal subject, who was decked with

armlets, feathers and medals, when on closer examination ho

spied, attached to his nose, ears and other portions of his

person, bright silver labels, (washed ashore from a wrecked

vessel,) ticketed " RUM ""BRANDY"" GIN" WHISKEY"
" POET " " SHERRY." The sight was too much even for

4.

the gravity of an English Vice-Roy : a loud guffaw ensued

among the gubernatorial party much to the disgust and

chagrin of the swarthy son of the forest, who haughtily
withdrew.

Let us have the Professor's opinion on other matters. TVe

saw previously that the importation of the first horse from

France took place in 1648
;

it may not be amiss to say
that some years later (1605-70) several horses had been

sent out as gratuities by the French King to en-

courage French officers and a better class of colonists, to

settle in Canada. =&

Professor Kalm, in 1749, speaking of horses, says :

" All the horses in Canada are strong, well made, swift, as

tall as the horses of our cavalry, and of a breed imported
from France. The inhabitants have the custom of docking
the tails of these horses, which is rather hard upon them

here, as they cannot defend themselves against the numer
ous swarms of gnats, gad flies, and horse flies. They put
the horses one before the other in their carts, which has

probably occasioned the docking of their tails, as the horses

would hurt the eyes of those behind them by moving their

tails backwards and forwards." "Well now ! shall we make
the avowal ? A grave doubt hovers over us. Did the

Professor ever drive a tandem ?

" The Governor-General and a few of the chief people
in town have coaches, the rest make use of open horse-

chairs."

* See Appendix, verlio
"
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Could this be the traditional calesche which our

American tourists style
"
rocking chairs ?" "

It is,'' he

continues,
" a general complaint, that the country people

begin to keep too many horses, by which means the cows

are kept short of food in winter. The cows have likewise

been imported from France, and are of the size of our

common Swedish cows

, The beef and veal at Quebec is reckoned

latter and more palatable than at Montreal. Some look

upon the salty pastures below Quebec as the cause of this

difference. In Canada, the oxen draw with the horns, but

in the English colonies, they draw with their withers as

horses do." Those "horses, oxen, cows," and other cattle

kindly loaned by Europe to Canada two centuries ago,

are now returning by scores,! fat and improved ! ! !

Let us now see what Kalm has to say of a very valuable

and time honored industry: shipbuilding, in 1749. "VYe quote :

"
They were now building several ships below Quebec, for

th-3 king's account. However, before my departure, an

order arrived.from France prohibiting the further building
of ships of war, except those which were already on the

stocks, because they had found that the ships built of

American oak do not last as long as those built of European
oak. Near Quebec is found very little oak, and what grows
there is not lit for use, being very small, therefore they are

obliged to fetch their timber from those parts of Canada

which border upon New England. But all the North

American oaks have the quality of lasting longer and

withstanding putrifaction better, the farther north they

grow and vice versa. The timber from the confines of New
England is brought in floats or rafts on the river near those

parts and near the Lake St. Pierre, which falls into the

great river St. Lawrence."

t S?9 4ppqaii.T, verbo " E:C?OUTATIOX OF CAXADUK CATTI.L TO EUROPE."



The French had built f ships at Quebec nearly a century

before Kalm's visit. Colbert had authorized the Intendant

Talon to offer bounties ;
a ship was on the stocks in

16G7. Doubtless, \vhenKalmleftQuebecinthe fall of 174 f

J,

the ship-rights were actively engaged on the hull of

the King's ship
"
L'Orignal,"^ which, in October of

1750, broke her back on being launched at Diamond

Harbor. Shipbuilding, however, was doubtless checked

by the instructions sent out by the French Court, and

seems to have had but a precarious existence under British

rule until 1800. When Kalm visited Quebec, in 1749, it

was the seaport of all Canada :

" There were thirteen great

and small vessels in the harbour, and they expected more."

In our day, we have seen thirteen hundred square-rigged

vessels registered as the arrivals of the year !

"What a charming picture Hcrr Kalm draws of the

G-overnor-G-eneral of New France the Marquis de La-

galissonniere. This nobleman, by his "surprising know-

ledge in all branches of science," has quite captivated the

philosopher. "Never," says Kalm, "has natural history

had a greater promoter in this country, and it is even

doubtful whether it will ever have his equal here." A
statesman, an orator, a great sea captain, a mathematician,

a botanist, a traveller, a naturalist : such, the Marquis.
He knew about "

trees, plants, earths, stones, ores, animals,

geography, agriculture, &c., writing down all the accounts

he had received ; whereby, he soon acquired a knowledge of

t Sec Appendix, vcrlo " SHIP-BCILDIXG AT QPEEKG U.VDBU FKZXCH DOMI.VATIOX."

The Abe'Me, a small literary journal, published within the walls of the Seminnry
of Quebec, under date of 1'Jth January, 1878, contains extracts from the 3rd Volume
of the Journal (let Jemiites. Oae of these extracts runs thus: "October, 1750,

King's ship "L'Orignal," built at Quebec, was lost iulaunching at Cape Diamond."
We likewise read in the first Volume of Smith's Uiatory of Canada, page 224 :

"Oct. (1750) This year, a ship of the line, a seventy-four, was built at Quebec, but was
lost, having broken her back in getting oft' the stocks at Cape Diamond."

The last timbe.s of this old wreck were removed from the river channel in Nov-
ember, 1879, by Captain Giguere's (Government) Lifting Cargo. Many fragments have
been converted into walking sticks and toys of various designs. A selection of these

well preserved Canadian oak planks has been presented to, and graciously accepted

by, II. K. II. Princess Louise, to pannel a room in her English home.



the most distant parts of America." He was an object of

wonder to all who came in contact with him. "Some of

the inhabitants believed he had a preternatural knowledge
of things," and when, naively says Ka'lm, he began to

speak with me on natural history and of the method oi'

learning and of employing it to raise the state of the

country, I imagined I saw our great Linnaeus under a

new form." " Never was there a better statesman than he ;

and nobody can take better measures and choose more

proper means for improving a country and increasing its

welfare. Canada was hardly acquainted with the treasure

it possessed in the person of this nobleman, when it lost

him
;
the King wanted his services at home/' Thus,

one hundred and thirty years ago, discoursed the

learned Peter Kalm of the most accomplished French

Governor, Versailles ever sent to Quebec, Michel

Barrin, Marquis do Lagalissonniere. Ladies and Gentle-

men, can we not find a parallel in our day ? In

Kalm's portraiture, has any one failed to recognize
Frederick Temple Hamilton Blackwood, Earl of Dufferin,

that accomplished statesman, versatile orator, munificent

friend of education, enlightened and sincere benefactor of

Quebec, our late Governor, absent, he also, because his

sovereign "wanted his services at home." Have we for-

gotten-his open handed hospitalities, his genial) ever kind

Countess ? Is there any harm in wafting a grateful

remembrance to the absent friend of our country ?

Kalm's description of the public edifices is worthy of note.

" The Palace (Crmteau Saint Louis) is situated on the

west or steepest side of the mountain, just above the lower

city. It is not properly a palace, but a large building of

stone, two stories high, extending north and south. On the

west side of it is a court-yard, surrounded partly with a

wall, and partly with houses. On the east side, or towards
the river, is a gallery as long as the whole building, and
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about two fathoms broad, payed with smooth flags, and

included on the outsides by iron rails, from whence the

city and the river exhibit a charming prospect. This gal-

lery serves as a very agreeable walk after dinner, and those

who come to speak with the governor-general wait here

till he is at leisure. The palace is the lodging of the

governor-general of Canada, and a number of soldiers

mount the guard before it, both at the gate and in the

court-yard ;
and when the governor, or the bishop, comes

in or goes out, they must ail appear in arms and beat the

drum. The governor-general has his own chapel where ho

hears prayers ; however, he often goes to Mass at the church

of the Rccollets, which is very near the palace."

The Castle St. Lewis, built by Champlain in 1G-4. was

much improved and enlarged by the wing still existing,

erected in 1784 by Governor Haldimand. The old Chateau

was destroyed by fire on 23rd January, 1834. On its lofty

site and far beyond, is perched our incomparable, world-

renowned Boulevard: the DufT'erin Terrace.

" The Churches in this town are seven or eipht in num-

ber, and all built of sione.

The Cathedral Church is on the right hand coming from

the Lower to the- "Upper Town, somewhat beyond the

Bishop's house. The people were now at present employ-
ed in ornamenting it. On its west side is a round steeple

with two divisions, in the lower of which are two bells.

The pulpit and some other parts within the church are

gilt. .The seats are very fine.
; '

(This church, now a

Basalica Minor, was begun in 1647 destroyed by bomb
shells during the siege of 1759 and rebuilt.)

" The Jesuits' Church is built in the form ofa cross, and

has a round steeple. This is the only church that has a

clock.. .."
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This little church, of which the corner stone was laid

by the Governor General, the Marquis de Tracy, on 31st

May, 1G6G, existed until 1807. The oldest inhabitant can

yet recall, from memory, the spot where it stood, even if

we had not the excellent drawing made of it with a dozen

ofother Quebec views by an officer in "Wolfe's fleet, Captain
Ivichard Short. It stood on the site recently occupied by
the shambles, in the Upper Town, facing the Clarendon

Hotel. Captain Short's pencil bears again testimony to the

exactitude, even in minute thing's, of Ealrn's descriptions :

his Quebec horses, harnessed one before the other to carts.

You see in front of the church, in Captain Short's sketch,

three good sized horses drawing a heavily laden two wheeled

cart, harnessed one before the other. The church was also

used until 1807 as a place of worship for Protestants. Be

careful not to confound the Jesuits' Church with the small

chapel in the interior of their college (the old Jesuit Bar-

racks) contiguous thereto. This latter chapel had been

commenced on the llth July, 1650. The Seminary Chapel,

and Ursulines Church, after the destruction by shot and

shell, in 1759, of the large K. C. Cathedral, were used for a

time as parish churches. From.beneath the chiefaltar of the

Jesuits' Church was removed, on the 14th May, 1807, the

small leaden box containing the heart of the founder of the

Ursulines' Convent, Madame de la Pcltrie, previously depo-

sited there in accordance with the terms of her Last "Will.

You can see, Ladies and Gentlemen, that the pick-axe and

mattock of the " bande noire
" who robbed our city walls of

their stones, and demolished the Jesuits' College and city

gates, were busily employed long before 1871.

There are few here present, I will venture to say, who,

in their daily walk up or down Fabrique Street, do not
miss this hoary and familiar land mark, the Jesuits' College.

When its removal was recently decreed, for a long time it

resisted the united assaults of hammer and pick-axe, and

yielded, finally, to the terrific power of dynamite alone.

3
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The Jesuits' College, older than Harvard College, at

Boston, takes one back to the dawn of Canadian history.

Though a considerable sum had been granted to foster

Jesuit establishments at Quebec, by a young French noble-

man, Rene le Rohaut, son of the Marquis de Gamache, as

early as 1620, it was on the 18th March, 1637, only, that

the ground to build on, "twelve arpents of land, in the vici-

nity of Fort St. Louis: " were granted to the Jesuit Fathers.

In the early times, we find this famous seat of learning

playing a prominent part in all public pageants : its annual

examinations and distributions of prizes called together the

elite of Quebec society. The leading pupils had, in poetry

and in verse, congratulated Governor D'Argenson on his

arrival in 1658. On the 2nd July, 1666, a public examina-

tion on logic brought out with great advantage two most

promising youths, the famous Louis Jolliet, who later on

joined Father Marqucttein his discovery of the Mississippi,

and a Three Rivers youth, Pierre de Francheville, who
intended to enter Holy Orders. The learned Intendant

Talon was an examiner
;
he wras remarked for the erudition

his latin questions displayed. Memory reverts to the times

when the illustrious Bossuet was undergoing his latin ex-

aminations at Navarre, with the Great Conde as his exam-

iner : France's first sacred orator confronted by her most

illustrious general.

How many thrilling memories were recalled by this

grim old structure ? Under its venerable roof, oft' had

met, the pioneer missionaries of New France, the band

of martyrs, the geographers, discoverers, savants and

historians of this learned order : Dolbeau, de Quen, Druil-

lettes, Daniel, de la Brosse, de Crepieul, de Carheil, Brebccuf,

Lallemant, Jogues, de Noue, Raimbeault, Albanel, Chau-

monot, Dablon, Menard, LeJeune, Masse, Vimont,

Ragueneau, Charlevoix, * and crowds of others. Here,

* Fancier de Saint Maurice.
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they assembled to receive their orders, to compare notes,

mayhap, to discuss the news of the death or of the success

of some of their indefatigable explorers of the great West
;

how the "good word" had been fearlessly carried to the

distant shores of lake Huron, to the bayous and perfumed

groves of Florida, or to the trackless and frozen regions of

Hudson's Bay.

Ladies and Gentlemen, need I f.dd anything more on a

subject f which the genius of Francis Parkman has sur

rounded with so much sunshine ?

Later on, when France had suppressed the order of the

Jesuits, and when her lily banner had disappeared from

our midst, the college and its grounds were appropriated
to other uses alas ! less congenial.

The roll of the English drum and the sharp "word of

command" of a British adjutant or of his drill sergeant, for

a century and more, resounded in the halls, in which latin

orisons were formerly sung ;
and in the classic grounds, and

grassy court, ^ canopied by those stately oaks and elms,

which our sires yet remember to which the good Fathers

retreated in sweet seclusion, to "
say

"
their Breviaries and

tell their beads, might have been heard the coarse joke of

the guard room and coarser oath of the trooper.

It had been first used as a ''magazine for the army con*

tractor's provisions in 1761." On the 4th June, 1765, His

Excellency General James Murray had it surveyed and

appropriated for quarters and barracks for the troops, all

excepted some apartments ;
the court and garden was used

as a drill and parade ground until the departure of Albion's

soldiers.

t Tiis JKSUITS i.\ NORTH AMEKICA. By Frs. Parkman, Boston, 18C7.

* A memorable Indian Council was hold in the court of the Jesuits' Col-

logo, on 31st August, 16GG.
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How singular, how sad to think that this loved, this

glorious relic of the French regime, entire even to the Jesuit

College arms, carved in stone over its chief entrance, should

have remained sacred and intact during the century of oc-

cupation by English soldiery (there is evidently little of

the Vandal or Communist about the trooper who took the

word of command from Wolfe, "Wellington or Yfolseley)
and that its destruction should have been decreed so soon

as the British legions, by their departure, in 1871, had vir-

tually handed it over to the French Province of Quebec ?

The discovery on the 28th August, 1878, of human
remains beneath the floor of this building presumed to be

those of some of the early missionaries induced the au-

thorities to institute a careful search during its demolition.

These bones and others exhumed on the Slsfc August, and

on the 1st and 9th September, 1878, were pronounced by
two members of the faculty. Drs. Hubert Larue and Chs.

E. Lemieux, both Professors of the Laval Tjiiiversity, (who

signed a certificate to that effect) to be the remains of three ^

persons of the male sex and of three f persons of the female

sax. Some silver and copper coins were also found, which

* Mr. Faucher de Saint Maurice having Been charged by tho Premier, Hon. Mr-

Jo'y, to watch the excavations and note the discoveries, in a luminous report, suns

up the whole cnse. From this document, among other things, we glean that tho

remains of the three persons of male FOX are those of :

1 Pore Francois du Peron, who died at Fort St. Louys (Chambly) ICth

November, 1665, and was conveyed to Quebec for burial.

2 a Pore Joan de Quen, the discoverer of Lake Saint John, who died at Quebec
on 8th Ostober, 1GJ1>, from the effects of a fever contracted in attending on some of
the passengers brought here that summer by the French ship Saint Amire.

;! Friire Jean Licgeois, scalped 2'.Hh May, JGj;">, by tho Agniers at Sillery
Che historinn Ferland assigns as the probable .-pot. the land on which the late Lieu-

tenant-Governor Carn built hig Mansion "
Clermoiit," now occupied by Tho?.

Beckett, Enquire.) The remains of this missionary, when excavated, were headless

which exactly agrees with the entry hi the J^iiit*' Jo-.'.w'il, May, looo, which
states that Jean Liegeois was scalped his head cut off nnd left at cillery, while his

mutilated body, discovered the next d:iy by the Ai^onquins, the allies of the French,
was brought to Silier.v, (probably to the Jesuits' residence, the same solid old Ff.me-

ture close to the foundations of the Jesuits' chapel and monument at the foot of tho

Sillery Hill, which many here have seen), from whence it was conveyed to the Lower
Town in a boat and escorted to the Jesuits' College, with the ceremonies of the R. C.

Church.

t Three Nuns of the IIAtel-Dieu Convent, according to authorities quoted by
Air. Faucher, wtre buried in tho vault (covtac) of tho Jesuits' Chapel. The tUter-
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with these mouldering remains of humanity, were deposited
under lock and key in a wooden box

; and in September

1878, the whole was placed in a small but substantial stone

structure, in the court of the Jesuit Barracks, kno'wn as the

"Regimental Magazine," pending their delivery for per-

manent disposal to Rev. Perc Sachez, Superior of the

Jesuits Order in Quebec.

In May, 1870, on opening this magazine, it was found

that the venerable bones, box and all had disappeared, the

staple of the padlock on the door having been forced. By
whom and for what purpose, the robbery ? There is the

puzzle.

AValk on, Ladies and Gentlemen, and view with the Pro-

fessor's eyes the adjoining public edifice, which stood here

in 1740, the Rucollet Convent,
ua spacious building," says

Kalm, "two story high, with a large orchard and kitchen

garden
''

Its Church or Chapel was, in September, 179G, des-

troyed by lire
;
two eye-witnesses of the conflagration,

Philippe Aubert DeGaspe and Deputy Commissary-General
James Thompson, the first in his Memoires, the second in

his unpublished Diary, have vividly portrayed the accident.

The Church faced the Ring and the old Chateau; it formed

part of the Recollet Convent,
ua vast quadrangular building,

with a court and well stocked orchard" on Garden street
;

it was occasionally used as a state prison. The Huguenot and

!iod hrul !>pon nJIowed the use of a wing of the Jesuits' College, where they reinored
niter t'r.i' conltagnitiou of the 7th June, 17o.

r
>, which destroyed their hospital.

4 Mfn Mario Marthc Desrochcs do ir-'niiit-Francois-Xavicr, a young woman of

:irs. who siKToml.od to small pox on the JOfli August. 175o.

;>" Mvrr. do I'Enfunt-Jesu.s who expired en the ll'tli .May, 175C.

<i Mbre de Saintc-Monique, who died in July, 1756, the victim of her devotion
in ministering to the decimated crew of (he ship Ltopurd sunk in the p-irt by order

vernment to arrest the spread of the pestilential disease which had rsged on th

)>.i>.-
a :;e out. Air- Fnucher closes his ahle report with a suggestion that a monument

ought to be raised, to commemorate the labors and devotiou of the Jesuits, on th

denuded area on which stood their venerable College.

Relation d? co qui 'c*< paist lor* de* Fouille* f<iite par or'Ire dn Gouttrnenu*f
dint t(ti partie det fondntioni du CoiXLOK DBS JE8CJTES de Qttthec, prfeedle dt ctr-

taiitet obtervutioni pir FALCHIR DI SAIKT MIUHICK. (Juibtt. C. Darteau 18T&.
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agitator, Pierre DuCalvet, spent some dreary days in its

cells in 1779-83 ;
and during the summer of 1776, a young

volunteer under Benedict Arnold, John Joseph Henry, (who
lived to become a distinguished Pennsylvania Judge) Avas

immured in this monastery, after his arrest by the British,

at the unsuccessful attack in the Lower Town, in Sault-au-

Matelot street, on 31st December, 1775, as he graphically

relates in his Memoirs. It was a monastery of the order of

Saint Francis. The Provincial, in 1793, a well known, witty,

jovial and eccentric personage, Father Felix DeBerrey, had

more than once dined and wined His Royal Highness,

Prince Edward, the father of our Gracious Sovereign, when
stationed in our garrison in 1791-4, with his regiment the

7th Fusileers.

The Hecollet Church was also a sacred and last resting

place for the illustrious dead. Of the six French Governors

who expired at Quebec, four slept within its silent vaults*

until the translation, in 1796, of their ashes to the vaults of

the Basilica, viz : (1) Frontenac, (2) deCallieres, (3) Vau*

dreuil, (4) de la Joiiquierc. Governor deMesy had been

buried in the Hotel-Dieu Chapel, and the first Governor,

de Champlain, 'tis generally believed, was interred near

the Chateau Saint L'ouis, in a "sepulchre particulier," near

the spot now surmounted by his bust, beneath the soil, on

which, in 1871, was erected the new Post Office.

The following inscription was on the coffin plate :

(1.) Count Frontenac "Cy gyt Ic Ilaut ct Puissant Seigneur, Louis de Bund*,
Couite de Frontenac, Gouverneur-Gcne'ral de lu Nouvelle-France. .Mori a Quebec, lo

'26 novembre 1698." (Hist, of Ctinadu, Xmitfi, Vol. /, 1'. l.'io.)

(2.) Gov. de Calliores " Cy gyst Haut et Puissant Seigneur, Hector dc Cal-

ibres, Chevalier de Saint-Louis, Gouverueur et Lieutenant-Geu6ral de la .Xouvelle--

France, ddced6 le 26 mai 1703." (Ibid., P. 148.)

(3.) Gov. do Vaudrouil. "
Cy gist Haut et Puissant Seigneur, Messire Philippe

Rigaud, Marquis de Vaudrcuil, Grande Croix de 1'Ordre ililitaire de Saint-Loui,
Gouverneur et Lieutenant-General de toutu la Xouvelle-Franco, de'ce'de' le dixieme
octobre 1725." (Ibid., P. 190.)

(4.) M. de la Jonquiere
"
Cy repose le corps de Messire Jacques-Pierre d

Taffanell, Marquis de la Jonquiere, Baron de Castelnau, Seigneur de Hardarsmugnus
et autres lieux, Cornmandeur de 1'Ordre Royal et Militairo de Saint-Louig, Chef
d'Kscadre des Amides Navales, Gouverneur et Lieutenant-G6nfral pour le Roy en
toute la Xouvelle-France, terres et passes de la Louisiane. D6c4d a Quebec, 1 17
mai 1752, it six heureE-et-dernic du soir, ?!g6 de C7 ans." (Ibid., P. 222.)
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In these days of "
mining furor

" one would like to Ac-

company the Professor, in the explorations he made, in

September, 1749, on the North Shore of the St. Lawrence,

in the sail-boat kindly provided for him and his friends.

St. Joachim Petite-Riviere St. Paul's Bay Eboulemcns

Murray Bay (then known as Mai Bale), are successively

surveyed with Dr. Gaulthier; Bay St. Paul is examined with

the eye of science.

September 2, 1749 " This morning-, he says, we went to

see the silver or lead veins. They lay a little on the South-

side of the mills belonging to the priests
" He conjectures, adds C. Roger, that all the flat ground at

"
St. Paul was formerly the bottom of a river, as a great part

" of the plants which are to be met with, are marine, such
" as glass wort, sea-milk wort, and seaside pease ;

but
" when he asked the inhabitants whether they found shells

" in the ground by digging for wells, they always answered
" in the negative. He received the same answer from
<k those who lived in the low fields, directly north of Quebec.

' Now, the worthy and learned Professor had been ill-

"
informed, as from the Montmorency to nearly the source

" of the St. Charles, there is to be seen layer upon
"
layer of such shells, to the great astonishment of every

"
stranger at all geologically interested either by study or

"
by profession. At Mount Lilac, in Beauport, and at Marl

"
Farm, in Lorettc, marine shells are obtainable in cart-

" loads."

You have had the Professor's opinion on Governors

Indians public buildings ships houses horses mines

would you like to know what he thought of the young
ladies of Quebec one hundred and thirty years ago : one

would fancy those he saw did not belong to the* F. F. Q.'s

the bonne societe of the period from the seventy of his

remarks.

r\ T. Q. First Families of Quebec.
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" Their fault, ho says, is that they think too well of them-

selves. However, the daughters of people of all ranks, with-

out exception, go to market, and carry home what they have

bought. They rise as soon and go to bed as late, as any of

the people in the house. I have been assured that, in

general, their fortunes are not considerable
; which are ren-

dered still more scarce by the number of children, and the

small revenues in a house. The girls at Montreal are very
much displeased that those at Quebec get husbands sooner

than they. The reason of this is, that many young gentle-

men who come over from France with the ships, are capti-

Vited by the ladies at Quebec, and marry them
;
but as

these gentlemen seldom go up to Montreal, the girls there

are not often so happy as those of the former place."

" The ladies in Canada are generally of two kinds
;

some come over from France and the rest natives. The

former possess the politeness peculiar to the French nation
;

the latter may be divided into those of Quebec and Montreal.

The first of these are equal to the French ladies in good

breeding, having the advantage of frequently conversing

with the French gentlemen and ladies, who come every

summer with the King's ships, and stay several weeks at

Quebec, but seldom go to Montreal. The ladies of this last

place are accused by the French of partaking too much of

the pride of the Indians, and of being much wanting in

French good breeding. What I have mentioned above of

their dressing their head too assiduously, is the casa with

all the ladies throughout Canada. On those days when

they pay or receive visits, they dress so gayly, that one is

almost induced to think their parents possessed the greatest

dignities in the state. The Frenchmen, who considered

things in their true light, complained very much that a

great part of the ladies in Canada had got into the pernicious

custom of taking top much care of their dress, and squan-

dering all their fortunes, and more, upon it, instead of

sparing something for future times. They are no less
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attentive to know the newest fashions
;
and they laugh at

each other, when they are not dressed to each other's fancy."
He adds,

" The ladies at Quebec are not very industrious.

A girl of eighteen is reckoned very poorly off, if she cannot

enumerate at least twenty lovers. These young ladies,

especially those of a higher rank, get up at seven and dress

till nine, drinking their coffee at the same time. "When

they are dressed, they place themselves near a window
that opens into the street, take up some needle-work, and

sew a stitch now and then
;
but turn their eyes into the

street most of the time. "When a young fellow comes in,

whether they are acquainted with him or not, they imme-

diately set aside their work, sit down by him, and begin to

chat, laugh, joke, and invent double-entendres ; and this is

reckoned very witty.

In this manner they frequently pass the whole day, leav-

ing their mothers to do all the business in the house. In

Montreal the girls are not quite so volatile, much more

industrious. They are always at their needle^work, or

doing some necessary business in the house. They are

likewise cheerful and content
;
and nobody can say they

want either wit or charms."*

Here, we must end our perigrinations with the learned

Swede, and bid adieu to our genial Cicerone, Professor

Kalm, with all his quaint though shrewd, estimates of Cana-

dian affairs.

1759. :."..,

'

a f*

Prepare, now for other dark far loss pleasant scenes.

The bright sky of old Stadacona will rapidly lower
; leaden

clouds, pregnant with storms are hovering over head-

The simplicity of early days is getting obsolete. Vice,

gilded vice flaunts in the palace. Gaunt famine is preying
on the vitals of the people. 'Tis so at Versailles

;
'tis so

Kalm'a Travels, Vol. II, p. 400-2.

A
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at Quebec. Lust selfishness rapine public plunder

every where except among the small party of the Honndtes

Gens : * a carnival of pleasure, to be followed by the voice

of wailing and by the roll of the muffled drum.

In 1748, the evil genius of New France,
" La Pompa-

dour's protege
"
Francois Bigot, thirteenth and last Intcn-

dant, had landed at Quebec.

Born in Guienne, of a family distinguished at the bar,

Bigot, prior to coming to Canada had occupied the high

post of Intendant in Louisianna. In stature, he was

small but w^ell formed
;

active full of pluck fond of

display and pleasure an inveterate gambler. Had he con-

fined his operations merely to trading, his commercial

ventures would have excited little blame, trading having
been a practice indulged in by several other high colonial

officials. His salary was totally inadequate to the impor-
tance of his office, and quite insufficient to meet the expen-

diture his exalted position led him into. His speculations,

his venality, the extortions practised on the community
by his heartless minions : this is what has surrounded his

memory with eternal infamy and made his name a by-word
for scorn.

There existed, at Quebec, a ring- composed of the

Intendant's secretary, Deschenaux
; of the Commissary

General of Supplies, Cadet
;
of the Town-Major, Hugues

Pean
;
of the Treasurer-General, Imbert. Pean was the

Chief and Bigot the Great Chief of this nefarious associa-

tion. Between Bigot and Pean, another link existed.

Pean's favor at Court lay in the charms of his wife.

Madame Pean, nee Angelique De Meloises, was young
;

pretty, witty and fetching' ;
a fluent and agreeable speaker

in fact so captivating that Francois Bigot was entirely

*Montcalm, de Vaudreuil, de Longueuil, dc Bougainville, LaCorne, dc Keaujeu,
Tach, do Lcry, de St. Ours and others constituted this party of honorable men.



ruled by her during all his stay at Quebec. At her house in

St. Louis street he spent his evenings ; there, he was sought
and found in May, 1759, by Col. deBougainville returning
from Paris, the bearer of the dispatches, announcing the

coming struggle.

Would you like some of the pen-photographs which a

clever French contemporary * has left of the corrupt entou-

rage of the magnificent intendant : here are a few :C7 O

"Brassard Deschenaux, the son of a poor cobbler, was born

at Quebec. A notary who boarded with Deschenaux, senior,

had taught his son to read. Naturally quick and intelligent,

young Deschenaux made rapid progress and found soon

something to do in the office of Intendant Hocquart
where Bigot found him and succeeded in having him

appointed clerk in the Colonial Office at Quebec. In-

dustrious, but at heart a sycophant, by dint of cringing he

won the good graces of Bigot, who soon put unlimited trust

in him, to that degree as to do nothing without Deschenaux's

aid
;
but Deschenaux was vain, ambitious, haughty and

overbearing and of such inordinate greed, that he was in

the habit of boasting
' that to get rich, he would even rob a

church.'

" Cadet was the son of a butcher
;
in his youth he was

employed to mind the cattle of a Charlesbourg peasant ;

he next set up as a butcher and made money. His savings,

he invested into trade
;
his intriguing spirit brought him

to the notice of the Intendant Hocquart, who gave him

contracts to supply meat for the army. Deschenaux soon

discovered that Cadet could be useful to him
;
he made

him his friend and lost no opportunity tc recommend him

to the Intendant. He was accordingly often employed to

buy the supplies for the subsistance of the troops. In

* MMOIRES sur los affaires <lu Canada, 1719-60.
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verity, there were few men more active, more industrious,

more competent to drive a bargain. Tho King required
his services and secured them, by having Cadet named

Commissary General. He had his redeeming points was

open-handed in his dealings of a kindly nature and lavish

even to excess."

The worthy Commissary General, like Pean, was blessed

with a charming wife, whom Panef's Diary styles
" La Belle

Amazone Aventuriere." Probably, like her worthy spouse,

of low extraction ; "elle n'etait pas sortie de la cuisse do

Jupiter," to use a familiar French saw.

She certainly was not like Ctesar's wrife "above suspicion."

Madame Cadet, later on, transferred her allegiance from the

rich butcher Cadet, to one "Sieur Joseph Ruffio"
;

but let us draw the veil of oblivion over the short comings
of another age.

"
Capt. Hughes Pean, Chevalier de la Livaudiere, was

Town Major of Quebec, aide-Major des Troupes" He was
not long in discovering that wTith an Intendant like Bigot,

he could dare anything. Had he not without any trouble

netted on grain 50,000 half crowns? A large quantity of

\vheat was required for Government
;
he was charged with

the buying of. There was a fat job in store for the Town

Major. How was his master the Intendant to manage the

matter for him ? Bigot was a man of resource, who never for-

got his friends. First, he provided Pean with a large sum out

of the Treasury to buy the wTheat as low as possible for

cash
;
and then his complaisant council passed an order

or Ordonnance fixing the price of grain much higher
than that at which Pean had purchased. The town Major

charged it to Government at the rate fixed by the Ordon-

nance
;
the difference left him a handsome profit. He

thought he would next try his hand at building coasting-

crafts, which he could manage to keep constantly in com-
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mission for Government ;
this also was lucrative. Other

devices, however, were resorted.to; a secret partnership

was entered into between Cadet and a person named Clavery,
who shortly after become store-keeper at Quebec. Cadet

was to purchase wheat in the parishes, have it ground at a

mill he had leased, the flour to be sent abroad, secretly.

Pean, too, had large warehouses built at Beaumont some

say. Cargoes of grain were thus secretly shipped to foreign

ports in deliance of the law. Breard, the Comptroller-

G-eneral, for a consideration winked at these mal-practices,

and from a poor man when he landed in Canada, he re-

turned to France in affluent circumstances.

The crowning piece of knavery was the erection of a

vast shop and warehouses near to the Intendant's Palace.

Clavery had charge of this establishment, where a small

retail business was carried on as a blind. The real object

was to monopolize the trade in provisions and concentrate

it here. Clavery was clerk to Estebe, Royal store-keeper

at Quebec. In this warehouse were accumulated all such

provisions and supplies as were wanted annually, and

ordered from France for the King's stores at Quebec.

It was the practice of the Intendant to send each summer
the requisitions to Paris. Bigot took care to order from

France less supplies than were required, so as to have an

excuse to order the remainder in times ot want, at Quebec.

The orders v/ere sent to Clavery's warehouse, where the

same goods were sold twice over, at increased rates. Soon

the people saw through the deceit, and this Repository of

Fraud was called in consequence La Friponne, ''The

Knave.''

Want of space prevents me from crowding in photos

of the other accomplished rogues, banded together for

public robbery during the expiring years of French

domination in Canada.
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It is singular to note how many low-born # parasites

and flatterers surrounded Bigot.

In 1755, the wheat harvest having failed, and the pro-

duce of former years having been carried out of Canada or

else stored in the magazine of Bigot's ring, the people" of

Canada were reduced to starvation : in many instances

they had to subsist on horse flesh and decayed codfish.

Instead of having recourse to the wheat stored here, the

Intendant's minions led him to believe that wheat was not

so scarce as the peasantry pretended that the peasants

refused to sell it, merely in anticipation of obtaining still

higher rates
;

that the Intendant, they argued, ought to

issue orders for domiciliary visits in the rural districts:

and levy a tax on each inhabitant of the country,
for the maintenance of the residents in the city, and of the

troops.

Statements were made out, shewing the rations required
to prevent the people from dying of hunger. Cadet was

charged with the raising of this vexatious impost. In a

very short time, he and his clerks had overrun the country,

appropriating more wheat than was necessary. Some of

the unfortunate peasants, who saw in the loss of their seed

wheat starvation and death, loudly complained. A few

called at the Intendant's Palace, but the heartless Desche-

naux, the Intendant's Secretary, was ever on the \vatch

and had them questioned by his employes, and when the

object of their visit was discovered, they were ushered into

the presence of Deschenaux, who insulted them and threat-

ened to have them imprisoned for thus presuming to

complain to the Intendant. Bigot was afterwards advised

of their visit, and when they appeared before him they
were so maltreated and bullied that they left, happy at

believing that they had not been thrown into prison ; soon,

* Servants, laquais and nobodies were named store-keepers, "Itur ignorance tt

leur baeiesse ne furent point un obstacle," say the Mimoira, 1749-GO.
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none dared lo complain. Bread was getting scarcer every

day. The Intendant had named persons to distribute the

bread at the baker's shops, the Hour being furnished by
Government. The people crowded the bakeries on the

days fixed
;
the loaves were taken by violence

;
mothers of

families used to complain that they could not get any ;

they used occasionally to besiege the Intendant at his

Palace with their lamentations and complaints, but it was

of 110 avail ;
the Intendant was surrounded by a crowd of

flatterers, who on retiring, gorged from his luxurious board,

could not understand how the poor could die of hunger.

Land ofmy fathers reclaimed from barbarism at the cost

of so much blood so much treasure
; bountifully provided

with nobles priests soldiers fortifications by the Great

Louis
; sedulously paternally watched over by Colbert

and Talon : to what depth of despair, shall we say, degra-

dation art thou sunk !

Proud old city, have you then no more defenders to

put forth, in your supreme hour of woe and desertion !

Has then that dauntless race of Gentilshommes Canadiens,

the d'lberville Ste. Helene de Rouville de Becancourt

de Repentigny, disappeared without leaving any suc-

cessors !

And you stern old de Frontenac, you who replied so

effectually to the invader through the mouth of your

cannon, is your martial spirit quenched for ever, in that

loved fortress in which rest your venerated remains, you
who at one time (1689) were ready, at the head of your

Regulars and fighting Canadians,^ to carry out the rash

* lie (de Calibres), says Turkman, laid before the Kin-? a plan, whifh had. nt

least, the recominomUtions of boldness and cheapness. This was to conquer Xew Ynik
with tho forces already in Canada, aided only by two ships of war. The blow, he ai-

gueu, should be struck at once, and tho English taken by surprise. A thousand regu-
lars and six hundred Canadian Militia should pass Luke Chaniplain and Lake George,
in canoes and bateaux, cross to the Hudson, and capture Albany, whcro they would
seize all tho river craft; aud descend the Hudson to tho town of New York, which,
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scheme, hatched by de Courcelles : the conquest of New
York and destruction of the chief settlements in New Eng-

land, involving the dispersion of more than eighteen thou-

sand people, in the same manner a British Commander

sixty-six years later, (in 1755) tore from their homes the

peaceable Acadians of Grand- Pre. *

1 could enlarge to any extent the gloomy picture which

the history of this drooping period discloses. Two skilful

novelists, the one in the English language, "Win. Kirby, |)

Esq., of Niagara, the other in the French, Joseph Mar-

mette,f of Quebec, have wooven two graphic and stirring

historical romances, out of the materials which the career

of the Intendant Bigot and the desertion of the colony in its

hour of trial, by France so abundantly supply. One re-

deeming trait, one flash of sunshine lights up the last hour

of French domination : the devotion of the Canadian militia

towards their oblivious mother-country; their dauntless

courage at the Beauport engagement after the battle of the

Plains, 13th Sept., 1757 and at the battle of Ste. Foye, on

as Callieres states, had then about two hundred houses and four hundred fighting
men. The two ships were to cruise at tho mouth of the Harbour, and wait the arri-

\al of the troops, which was to be made known to them by concerted pignals, where-

upon they were to enter and aid in the attack. The whole expedition, he thought,

might be accomplished in a month ; so that by the end of October, the King would
be master of the country

It will be well to observe what were the instructions of the King towards the

colony 'Which he proposed to cono
4
ucr. Ihey were as follows : If any Catholics

were found in New York, they might be Jcfc undisturbed, provided that they took an
oath of allegiance to the King. Officers, and other persons who had the means of

paying ransons, were to be thrown into prison. All lands in tbe colony, except
those of Catholics swearing allegiance, were to be taken from the owners, and grant-
ed under feudal tenure to the French officers and soldiers. All property, public or

private, was to be seized, a portion of it given to the grantees of the laud, and the

rest sold on account of the King. Mechanics and other workmen might, at the dis-

cretion of the commanding officer, bo kept as prisoners to work at fortifications and do

other labor. The rest of the English and Dutch inhabitants, men, women, and child-

ren were to be carried out of the colony, and dispersed in New England, Pennsylvania
or other places, in such a manner, that they could not combine in any attempt to

recover their property and their country. And that the conquest might be perfectly
secure, the nearest settlements of New EnglanU were to be destroyed, and those more
remote, laid under contribution. (L'ount Jr'ronteiiac and N<.w France under Mouit XI Yf

p. 187-9-)

See Appendix, verbo "
COJTQUKST is NEW YORK."

||
THE CHIEN D'OR, A LEGEND OF QUEBEC.

f L'lNTENDANT BlQOT.
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the 28th April, 1760, a day glorious to French arms, but at

best, a bootless victory.

Ladies and Gentlemen, You were told at the opening
of this address, that the carnival of riotous dissipation, gam-
bling and public plunder, kept up for ten years at Bigot's
luxurious palace, on the banks of the St. Charles, by his

pampered minions and low-born parasites "would close

with the wail of anguish and the roll of the muffled

drum." You shall not have long to wait.

The Morning of the 13th September, 1750, has dawned ;

an astounding rumour fills the air
; the citizens of Quebec

repeat with bated breath : WOLFE'S ARMY is AT THE GATES
OF THE CITY ,

,

Hark ! "What means this deafening roar of artillery
this hissing of shot and shell these roiling murderous

volleys of musketry in the direction of the hdghts of Abra-

ham ?

Hark ! to these loud cheers British cheers mixed with
the discordant yells of those savage warriors Eraser's

Highlanders ! The fate of a continent has just been decided .

The genius of William Pitt has triumphed, though victory
was bought at a dear price.

Here comes from St. Louis Gatef on his way to the C/id'eau

pale, but dauntless on a black charger supported by
two grenadiers one at each side of his horse, a General

Officer wearing the uniform, which won at Fontenoy, won at

Laufeldt as well as at the$ Monongahela and at Carillon.

t In accepting the Ch&'fau St. Loiiit as tho spot where Montc;ilm e.rpired, w
("till wish t' IPI-.VC the question .an open one. Did M<>ntfiliu expire at the Uh&tfnu
under Dr. Arnoux' roof at the General Hospital, ns nverred by Capt. John Knox or

possibly, under his own roof, on the Ramparts, neur Hope Gate ? this point is not yet
cleared up. Sec disquisition iu Album du Touri*te " Oil est mort .Moiitcaliu ?''

J On the 9th July, 1755, Do Beaujeu won this brilliant victory.

< Tho 8th July, 1758, has boon rendered ever famous by .Vontcalin and hit rt-

gvlan aad Canadian Militia nt Carillon.

5
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A bloody trail crimsons the Grande Alle'e, St. Louis Street, on

that gloomy September clay. My friends, 'tis the life blood

of a hero. Drop in reverential silence, on the moistened

earth, ^ a sympathetic tear : France's chivalrous leader, the

victor on many battle fields, has returned from his last

campaign.

" Oh ! man Dicu ! mon Dieu I le Marquis est tue
''

is

repeated by many voices, notably by some women as

the death-stricken but intrepid general glides past, to

which he courteously replies, trying to quiet their fears,
" that he was not seriously hurt and not to distress them-

selves on his account." " Ce nest rien ! ce riest rien ! ne

vous affligez pas pour moi, mes bonnes arnie^.'"

You have all heard the account of the death-bed scene

of his tender solicitude for the good name of France of his

dying injunctions to De Ramesay, the King's lieutenant in

charge of the Quebec Garrison, and to the Colonel of the

Roussillon Regiment. "Gentlemen, to your keeping I com-

mand the honor of France. Endeavour to secure the retreat of

my army to-night beyond Cape Rouge, as for myself, I shall

pass the night with God, and prepare for death.''

"At nine o'clock in the evening of that 14th of September

(1759), a funeral cortege, issuing from the castle, winds its

way through the dark and obstructed streets to the little

church of the Ursulines. With the heavy tread of the

coffin-bearers keeps time the measured footsteps of the

military escort. De Ramesay and the officers of the garrison

following to their resting Dlace the lifeless remains of theirO O .*.

illustrious commander-iii-chief. No martial pomp wras dis-

played around that humble bier, but the hero who had

afforded at his dying hour the sublime spectacle of a Chris-

tian yielding up his soul to God in the most admirable sen-

* V r
e are told a light shower of rain fell on the morning of the 13th September,

1759.
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timents of lUith and resignation, was not laid in unconse-

crated ground. No burial rite conld be more solemn than

that hurried evening service performed by torchlight under

the delapidated roof of a sacred asylum, where the soil had

been first laid bare by one of the rude engines of war a

bomb shell. f The grave tones of the priests murmuring the

Libera me, Domine-vrcre responded to by the sighs and

tears of consecrated virgins, henceforth the guardians of the

precious deposit, which, but for inevitable fate, would
have been reserved to honour some proud mausoleum.

With gloomy forebodings and bitter thoughts DeRamesay
and his companions in arms withdrew in silence.

A few citizens had gathered in, and among the rest one

led by the hand his little daughter, who, looking into the

grave, saw and remembered, more than three-fourths of a

century later, the rough wooden box, which was all the

ruined city could afford to enclose the remains of her de-

fender." *

The skull of the Marquis of Moiitcalm, exhumed in the

presence of the Rev. abbe Maguire, almoner, in 1833.

many here present, I am sure, have seen in a casket, re-

verently exposed in the room of the present almoner of the

Ursulines Convent.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I shall close this brief summary of

the final straggle of French arms, with the beautiful senti-

ments uttered by a United States writer, endeared to us by
several graphic sketches of Canadian Life, "W. I). Howells,

Editor of the Atlantic Monthly :

" That strange colony of priests and soldiers, of martyrs
and heroes, of which, Quebec was the capital, willing to

perish for an allegiance to which the mother country was in-

t Soo Appendix.
*
Glimpses of the Unulinej Monastry.
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different, and fighting against the armies with which Eng-
land was prepared to outnumber the whole Canadian

population, is a magnificent spectacle ;
and Montcalm lay-

ing down his life to lose Quebec, is not less affecting than

"Wolfe dying to earn her. The heart opens towards the

soldier who recited, on the eve of his costly -victory,

the " '

Elegy in a Country Churchyard,' which he would

rather have written than beat the French to-morrow
;

"

but it aches for the defeated general, who, hurt to death,

answered when told how brief his time was,
" So much

the better
;
then I shall not live to see the surrender of

Quebec/'

ERRATUM.

Page 22, 2nd line, instead of " 1779-83," read "
1 781-4.'' DnCaivct \va.

arrested in October, 1781, and liberated on 2nd May, 17^1 pmc d of impri-
sonment, two years and eight months.



APPENDIX

HOUSES.
" L'UH des premiers soins an Monarque fut d'y 1'uire passer (an Canada..

a ses frai?, des chevau.:, tant pour laciliter aux colons les travaiix de I'a^ricul-

ture, que pour procurer leur commodite partieuliere, attendu que jusque-Ja
ils n'avaient pu marcher qn'a 1'aide de raquettes pendant I'hiver. Le 1(5 jiullet"

on debarqua a Quebec douxe clu-vaiix, les premiers envuyes iK' Frauo-

jiar Je Koi. II etait uaturel que les sauvages, a qui ees animaux etaient

entic'rcment ineonnus, temoignassent une grande surprise en voyant ces

orignaux de France : c'est ainsi qu'ila lea appelaient, par comparalaoa
ces animaux du pays, ri'ayant pas de mots dans Jeur Jangue pour les desi-

gner. Ce qu'ils admiraient burton t, c'etait qu'ils iussent si traitables et .si

dociles sous la main dc leurs cavaliers, qui les faisaient marcher a leur fan-

taisie (1) Sa Majeste a encore envoye des chevanx, ecrivait en UJ67 la

inc'-re ^larie de I'lncarnation, et on nous a donne pour notre part deux l>el!e.s

juments et un cheval, tant j>our la cnarrue que pour le charroi. (2)
" L'an-

nee 1G70, le Koi envova pareilleinent nn etalon et dpnze jnmente, et les tit

distrilmer aux gentilsliommes du pays, l*s plus /eles pour la culture des
terres : nne jnment a M. Taloli, deux jnments a M. de Chamblj avec un
etalon, une a M. de Sorel, nne a M. de Contrecoeur, une a M. de Saint-Ours,
une a M. de Varenne, deux junients a. M. de Lachesnaye, une a M. de La-

touclie, une a M. de Kepentigny, enfin la douzieme a M. Le Ber. Voici Jes

conditions anxquelles le Roi faisait ces eortes de dons aux particuliers : ils

dcvaient les nourrir pendant trois ans : et K\ par leur faute, quelqu'un de ces

animaux venaic a mourir, celui a qui il avail ete donne etait oblige de payer
au receveur du Hoi la ponimc de deux cents livres. Dans 1'autre cas, ifpou-
vait le vendre apres les trois ans expires, ainei que les poulains qu'il aurait

pu avoir
;
mais avec charge au bout des trois ans, de donner au receveur de

Sa Majeste un poulain d'un an pour chaque cheval, on la soinme de cent
livres. II otait pareillcment ordonno que, lorsquc ces poulains que le Koi
faisait elever et nourrir seraient jjarvenus a leur troisicine annee, on les dis-

tribneraient a d'autres particuliers, et toujours aux nieincs conditions. ('.})

Com me on le voit, ces conditions ne pouvaient etrc plus avantageuses aux

partiruliers, ni an jmys en general ;
an?si Colbert, qui avait tant a coeur de

voir flcurir la colonie, ecrivait a M. Talon, le 11 fevrier 1G71 : "Je tiendrai

la main a ce qu'il soil envoye en Canada des cavales et des anesses, ah'n de

multiplier ces especes si necc.-.-aires a la commodite des habitants. (4)" De
tous les animaux domes tiqnes envoyes par le Hoi dans la Nouvelle-France,
les chevaux furent, en erlet, ceux qui s'y multiplierent le plus, quoique le

nombre de< nut res y augmontat d'une maniere otonnante. (5.) (Hisioirt <lf

la Colonie Franraise en Canada, Failk-n, Vol. Ill, p. 222.)

(1) Relation dc Ifi65, p. 25, Journal des Jesuites, 10 juillet 1665.

^L') Lcttres de Marie de 1'Incarnntion, lettre 70e, p. fi21.

(:j) Archives de la Marine, vol. Canada, T. II, de J670 a 167fi, 20 aoflt 1670.

(4) Ibid, lettres de Colbert a M. Talon, 11 feyrier 1671.

(ft) Relation do 1668, p. ::.



4S

EXPORTATION OF CANADIAN CATTl.fi TO EUROPE.

According to the statistics furnished by McEachran, V. S.. and Govern-

ment Inspector of live stock, the total shipments for 1879 from Montreal

:md Quebec from the opening to the close of navigation, as compared with

tlie two preceding years, are us follows:

1879. 1S7S. 1877.

Cattle 21,823 18,1555 6,9 5;>

Shtep 78.792 -11.250 y,500

Hogs 4,~^> -,078 4:;u

The great majority of animals shipped from Quebec were forwarded by
rail from Montreal, and large as the increased shipments of cattle, sheep and

hogs this year are over 1878 and 1877, the exports next year will d..ubt!e-<s

show a still larger increase as compared with those of 1879. [Quebec Mti-

cnry, 28th Nov., 1879-1

Mr. J. A. Couture, veterinary surgeon, the oin'cer in charge of the Point

Levi cattle quarantine, furnishes the following figures regarding the Canadian
Cattle Trade, during the season of 1879. The total number of live stock

shipped at Montreal was 17,101 head of cattle; 59,907 sheep, and .'),4GS hog.-.

From this port the shipments were 4,000 head of cattle, 17,274 sheep, and

188 hogs; or a grand total from the two shipping ports of 21,112 head .f

cattle ; 77,181 sheep and 3,G5l> hogs. The estimated value of this live stock

j s cattle, $2,111,200; sheep, $77l',810 ; and hogs, $52,720 ;
or a grand total

of $2,935,730. The value of the forage exported with this stock for food,

averaging the trip of each steamship at ten days, is placed at $92,690; and
the estimated sums paid to the various steamship lines for freight is

$583,900. [Quebec Mercury, 24th Nov., 1879.]

SHIP-BUILDING AT QUEBEC UNDER FliEXCH DOMINATION'.

" La construction des vaisseaux etait une autre branehe (Fimluslrie quo
Louis XIV avait a coeur d'introduire en Canada

;
et dans ce dessin, il out

soin d'y faire passer tous les ouvriers necessaires, ainsi que d'autres, pour
prepaperdes bois propres a. cette construction et les transporter en France.

Pen apres son arrivee. en Canada, M. Talon donna tous SCR poins a un objet
de si grande importance.

"
II faut couper des bois de toute sorte, lit-un dans

la Relation de 1G67, qui se trouvent par tout le Canada, et qui donnent faci-

lite aux Francais et aux autres, qui viennent s'y habituer, >L> s'y logi-r des

leur arrivee. II fait faire des matures, dont il envoie cette annce des essais

a la Rochelle pour servir a, la marine. II s'est applique, dc plus, aux bo

nropres a la construction des vaisseaux, dont Fepreuve aete faite en ce pavspropres a la construction ties vaisseaux, dont J epreuve aete raite en ce pay;

par la batisse d'une barque, qui se trouve de bon service, et d'un gros vai.--

fieau tout pret a etre mis a 1'eau. (2)" Dans 1'etat de la depenso du Koi

pour 1'annee 1671, nous lisons cet article remarquable :
"
Quarante-mille

livres pour etre employees a la construction des vaisseaux qui se font en

Canada, comme aussi a la coupe et a la facon des bois envoyes de ce pays

povir les constructions qui se font dans les
ports

du royaume. (3)" Le pre-
mier de ces vaisseaux, auxquels on travaillait 1'annee 1072, devait etre du

poids de quatre a cinq cents tonneaux; et, dans le ineme temps, on se dispo-

(2) Relation de 1C67, p. 8.

(3) Archives de la Marine. Reglstre des ddp<ch?i de Oolbqrt pour le? Inde,
IflTl.fol 18.
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suit a c-ii construire un autro plus considerable encore, ilont tous les mate-
riaux etaient deja prets. (4) L'un de ces batiments etant enfui acheve, on
demanda fin Jl<.i qu'il voulul bicn le luisser dans la colonie, ce qui pourtant
n'eut pas lieu." (ij). Jlisti>irc ({; la C'ul^iuc Franfaue cu Canwia, Fail Ion,nt pa<

1. HI,Vol. HI, p. li

Extract from " Memoires el Relations sur VHistoire Ancienne
dii Canada d'apres des Manuscrits recemmont obtonus
des Archives et Bureaux Publics en France."

(Publics sous la direction do la Socictd Litteraire ot HistorinMie Je Quebec, 1S40.)

(1748.)
"

II y a unc Construction royale etabliea Quebec ; le Roy y er.-

iretient uti Constructeur-en-chef, ot tou.s les ouvriera nec.essaires ; mais eette

construction est aujourd'hui decriee, ct Ton dit que le Roy va la Cairo ceer
pour les raisons ^ui van tea :

E:i premier lieu, on pr'tend qua les vaisseaux batis a Quebec coutent

b?aucoup plus (jue ceux ultid daud le.s ports de France; inais on n'ajoute jias

quo ce n'est qu'en apparencc, attendti qu'il passe sur le coinpte de la cons-
truction beaucoup de depenses qui n'y put aucun rapport.

En second lieu, que ce.s vaissc-aux jusqu'a present ont etc de tres-pcu de
duree ; d'ou Ton conclut que les bois du Canada ne valent rien.

Pour juger saineinent de la qualite de ces l>ois, il faut entrer dans le

detail de ce ([iii e:i re^arde la cpupe, le transport a Quebec, et 1'einploy a la

construction.

Preincrement i Les bois du Canad.a sont extreinenient droits
;
ce n'est

qu'avoc beaucoup de peiue qu'on trouve dans, leurs racinea de.s bois tord.-',

propres a la construction.

Deuxieinenient : Jusqu'a. present on n'a exploitc que les Chenieres les

jilns voisines des rivieres, ot consx'queinment siiuccs dans les lieux ba, a
cause de la facilite de transport.

Truisiemeinent: Les bois sont coupes en liiver; on les traine sur la

neige jusqnes an borJ des rivieres ot des lacs; lorsque la lonte des neiges et

laf(s a rendn la navigation libre, on les met tn radeaux pour les dea-
ci-Milre a Qu"!u'c, oil ils restent longteins dans I'eau, avant d'etre tires aterre,
et ou ils en con trac tent une mousse qui les ecbaurte ; encore imbibes d'ean,
ils

_sont exposes dans un chantier a toute 1'ardeur du soleil de 1'ete
; 1'hiver

|iii succede K > couvre une seconde fois de neige, que le printems fait fondrc,
ft ainsi BUCCespiveinent jusqu'a ce qu'ils soient employes ; enlin, ils restful
d'-ux ans sur les chanlicrs, oil de nouveau ils essuyent deux fold 1'extreinite
i{u tV<ud et du chund qu'on sci;t dans ce cliniat.

Voih'i los cauM-siiu pen de duree de ces vaisseaux.
Si n;! (Mij

(
)oit los boi.s sur les hauteurs; s'ils etoient transportes a Que-

bfc dans des barques ;
si on k-s garantissoit des injures du terns dans des

hangars, et si les vai-scaux ne iv.-t'.ient qirune annee sur les cliantiers, il cst

evident qu'ils dureroient plus lunirteiiis. Dans l:i demolition tie ceux qui ont
! ruiidamijos en France, on a reconnu que les bonlagi's s'rtuienc bien e<m-

serves, et qa'ils etoient ausai bone (|uec:';i\ (|u'<>n iin-de Sii-^le
; mais ijue

les inciiiliffs eii ('-tdicnt jwurris. E-t-il c'-tonnant que les \n<\< lords
jiri.-

a i,i

racioe d'srbrea qui avoient le pied dans I'eau qti'on n'a \n\.< cu attention de
I'aire secher a convert, :-\\'ii-iu:l',-nt qiian 1 ils ,-e troiivent enfermes entre
deux Liordai:"-

''

Je ne vois done pa? quo le- raisun- - contre lo vnls.-oaux de

Quebec soieot suifisaates p >nr en t'uiiv cesser la construction. Je dis plu.",

(4) Relation do 1C72, p. 2.

(5/ Archiros de la Marine. Ra^istrc doi dc'pfichei, nn. 1C"4 ct 1673. Lftr
flu 10 mai 1C74 a M.

'
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que de toutes les depenses que le Roy fait en Canada, celle de la construction
me paroit la plus necessaire, et celle qui pent devenir la plus utile. Tout

esprit non prevenu sera force de convenir qu'on y fera construire des vais-

seaux avec plus d'economie que dans les port.-! de France, toutes les fois

qu'on ne confondra pas d'autres depenses avec celles de la construction. D'ail-

leurs, il est important qu'il y ait a Quebec un certain nombre de charpentien
et de calfats; il en manque aujourd'hui, malgre ceux que le Roy entretient

;

et lorsque les particuliers en ont besoin au printems, ils n'en trouvent point :

un calfat se pave six francs pour une maree. J'avoue qu'alors tous les tra-

vaux de cette espece sont presses ; mais ordinairement un charpentier gagne
trois a quatre francs par jour avec les particuliers. Independsmment dc
1'interet des partipuliefe, les vaisseaux qni viennent a Quebec, ont quehjues
fois besoin d'un radon b, et dans le noinbre des navires marchands, il y en a

toujours quelqu'un qu'il est necessaire de radouber par des accidents arrives
dans la traversee. Si le Roy faisoit cesser ici la construction de ses vais-

seaux, tous les ouvriers qui y sont employes seroient forces d'aller cherchor
du travail ailleurs.

Enfin, on a bssoin en Canada de petits b&timenta pour les postes de la

p6che, pour le commerce de Quebec a Montreal, pour le cabotage do la ri-

viere, pour la traite a Gra*p5 et a Loui.--.b<.>urg, et cette partie de la construc-

tion est si fort negligee ici, que les Anglois de ce continent fournissent une

partie des batimens pour la navigation dans Finterieur de notre Colonie. Ce
n'est pas que leurs bois sont meilleurs, ou leurs batiinens mieux construits

que les notres, mais ils les donnent a meilleur marche. Aussi voyons-nous
nans toutes nos places maritime^ des navires marchands construits dans la

Nouvelle-Angleterre.
Loin done de prendre le parti d'abandonner la Construction royale, parti

prejndiciable a la Colonie, et j'ose dire al'Etat, il seroit noccssaire non-seule-

ineiit que leRoy continuat a faire construire des vuisseaux en Canada, mais
encore qu'il y encourageat des entrepreneurs pour la construction de batimens
marchands. La gratification de virigt francs par tonncau, accordee aux par-
ticuliers qui feroi-nt passer en France des batimens construits en Canada, ne
suffiroit pas anjourd'huv pour les engager a faire a cet egard des entreprises
d'une certaine consideration ; la main-d'ueuvre est liors de prix, et les entre-

preneurs seroient forces do faire venir de France les voiles, cordages et autres

agres.
II faudroit, independarnment de la gratification, que le Roy fit passer a

Quebec une partie de se.- agres, et qu'il les donnat aux entrepreneurs a un

prix raisonnable; il faudroit en outre qu'il leur procurat un fret pour les

batimens qu'ils envoyeroient en France, et il le leur procureroit en ordonnant

qu'on re^ut dans ses ports les planches, bordages, merrains, plan9ons de

cliene, matures et autres articles de cette espece, dorit ces batimens seroient

charges, au meme prix qu'il les pave aux fournisseurs qui tirent tous ces

articles de 1'etranger: en prenant ce.? mesures, le Canada fourniroit Jes bati-

inens necessaircs pour le commerce interieur de la Colonie, dispenseroit la

France d'avoir recours aux Anglois pour les navires qui manquent a son

commerce en Europe, et que les Anglois eonstruisent dans lo meme continent
ou nous avons do si vastes possessions : les matures du Canada, estimees

autant que celles que nous t irons du Nord a grands frais, ne seroient pas
pour nous en pure pertc ; ces exploitations devenant considerables, facihte-

roient la culture des tones, en desertant des cantons qui, peut-etre,
ne le

seront jamais; enh'n cette construction, etablie sur le pied ou on le propose,
couteroit pans doute, auRoy; mais cette depense, sagement economisee.
feroit partie de cellos que nous avons dit ctrc ii'Jjc.>?-u!res pour la balance du
commerce dc cette Colonie avec la France."

I have furnished elsewhere, a sketch and a tabular statement showing tha

gradual progress in ship-building, under French Eule and under English Kulc,
down to 1873.- " Vide' QUEBEC, PAST AXD PKXESXT, page 437-9.
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THE CONQUEST OF NEW YOKK.

'

L->:i:s XIV." snvs Parkman, "commanded that e'ghteen thousand unoffending

pcr-ons should be stripped of all they possessed, and cast out to tho mercy of the

wilderness. Tho atrocity of tho plan is matched by its folly. The King gave expli-
cit orders, but ho pjuve neither ships nor men enough to accomplish them ;

and tho

Dutch f.irmers, go:i IcJ to desperation, would have cut his sixteen hundred soldiers to

piece.-'.''*

* W-iniire )f)\ir <.>(;> fl'Tivilruclinn u, Monsieur le CoMtc de Ffontcnac tur VEtitrt-

jirt'.v <l<- (a X^uCi-lle-l'iH-l:,
~
jiiin 1689.

"Si parray los habitans do la Nouvello-York il se trouve des Catholiques de la

fidelitd desquels il croye so pouvoir asseurer, il pourra les laisser dans lours habita-

tion-;, apr^s lour avoir fait prester serment de fidelito a Sa Majcstl II

paurra uussi garden, s'il le juge a propos, des artisans et autres gens de service nc-

cessaires pour la culture des terres, ou pour travailler aux fortifications, en qualite"
de prisonniers II faut retenir en prison les ofliciers ct les principaux
habitans, desquels on pourra retirer des ran^ons. A 1'esgard do tousles autres estran-

gers (ccux i/ni nc noitt pan Fi-am-ain), bomraes, fcmmes et enfans, Fa Majeste" trouro
a propos qu'ils soient mis hors de la Colonie et envoyez a la Xouvelle Angleterre, a.

la Pennsylvanie, ou en d'autres endroits qu'il jugcra u, propos, par iner ou par terre,

ensemble ou sdparement, le tout suivant qu'il trouvcra plus seur pour les dissipcr et

empeschor qu'eneo reunissant ils no puissent donner occasion a, des entreprises contre

utte Colonie. II envoycra en France les Franeais fugitifs qu'il y pourra trouver, et

partiftuliurement csux, de la Ileligion Pretenduu-Refonnee (Ilitr/uenota') , (New York
Col. Docs. IX, 422.)

Vide. Le Roy & Dlaonritlc, 7 ju>n 1CSO/ le Mfnfiitre (I Pfnonville, msme date ,

If. Slinittre it Frntitf.nnc, mrine duti- ; onlrn (lit Roy el Vaitdreuil, tnfme date ; le Rt>y
an Sieur dc la C'tjfiiiiere, inline date : Champiffiiy an Jlinittre, 16 JViuf., 1C89.

THE DEATH OF MOXTCALM.

(From Lt.-Col. Beatson's Notes,
" THE PLAINS OF

, conspicuous in front of the left wing of his line and WOLFE, at the
head of the 28th Regiment and the Louisbourg Grenadiers, towards the right of the
British line, must have been nearly opposite to each other at the commencement of

the battle, which was most severe in that part of the field : and, by a singular coin-

cidence, each of these heroic leaders had been twice wounded during the brief conflict

before he received his last and fatal wound.
Hut the valiant Frenchman, regardless of pain, relaxed not his efforts to rally his

broken battalions in their hurried retreat ttnvurds the city until he was shot through
the loins, when within a few hundred yards of St. Louis Gate. And ?o invincible was
his fortitude that not even the severity of this mortal stroke could abate his gallant

spirit or alter his intrepid bearing. Supported by two grenadiers one on each side

of his hor.c ho re-entered t'.ic city: and in reply to some women who, on seeing
blood flow from his wounds as ho rode down St. Louis Street, on his way to the Cha-
teau, exclaimed Oh, mon Dieii ! mou Dieu ! le Murrain est tue ! courteously assured
them that he was not seriously hurt, and begged of them not to distress themselves on
his account. Cc n'cst rfcn ! ce n'vst rien ! A'e rons ajfliyez pas pour mot, men bonne*
imiicK.*

The last words of WOI.FE impemhably enshrined in the pages of History still

excite, after the lapse of a century, the liveliest admiration and sympathy : and

* For these particulars I am indebted to my friend Mr. G. B. Faribanlt a

gentleman well known in Canada for his researches into tho history of the Colony;
whose information on the subject was derived from his much respected fellow-citizen
the Hon. John Malcolm Fraser grandson of one of WCLKK'S officers, and now (1858)
one of the oldest inhabitants of Quebec,; where, in his childhood and youth, he had
the facts, as above narrated, often described to him by an elderly woman who, when
about eighteen years of age, was an eye-witness of the scene. R. S. B.
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similar interest may, perhaps, be awakened by the following brief narrative of the

closing scene in the eventful career of his great opponent.
MoxTCALif, when his wounds had boon examined, enquired whether they were

mortal; and being answered in the affirmative, said, lam ylud of it : how /),/</ c<m
/ mirvice f Ten or t<r,elve hours, perhaps lean, was the reply. So much the better, re-

joined he
; for then I shall not live to see the surrender of Quebec 1

"
Being afterwards visited by M. de Ramezay who, with the title of Lietittnaiit-

"
flu-Rot, commanded the garrison and the Commandant de Rousillon, be said to

"
them, Gent/emeu, to your keeping I command the honour of Frame. Jtliidaitvour t<>

" seciirc the retreat of my army to-nii/ht beyond Ctip lioiitje ; us fur wymlf, I *.'ill

"pass the night with God, andpreparefur dtuih."

Copy of the Epitaph prepared by the Acadomy of Inscriptions at Paris, for the

Marqnis of Montcalm's tomb
;
leave was asked by the French Government to have

the marble tablet, ou which it was inscribed, sent out to Quebec, and granted by the

English Government. (Vide WiUiam Pi'.t's Letter, 10th April, 1751.) This inscrip-
tion, for some cause or other, never reached Quebec.

EPITAPH.

ITic jacet,

Utroqne in orbe scternura vicfsirti?.

LUDOVTCUS JOSEPHUS DE MONTCALM GOZON,
Marchio Sancti Verani, Baro Gabriaci,
Ordinis Saneti Ludovici Commendator,

Legatus-Generalis Exercituum Gallicorum;
Egregius et Civis et Miles,

Nullius rei appetens praBterquain veras laudis,

Ingenio feiici, et literis exculto ;

Omnes Militiao gradus per continua decora emensus,
Omnium Belli Artium, temporum, discriminum gnarus,

In Italia, in Bohemia, in Germania
Dux industrius.

Mandata sibi ita semper gercns ut majoribus par haberetar,
Jam clarus periculis

Ad ttitandam Canadensem Provinciam missus,
Parva militura noanu Hostium copias non semel repulit,

Propugnacula cepit viris armisque instructissima.

Algoris, inediae, vigiliarum, laboris ]>atiens,
fcjuis unice progpiciens, immeracr sui,

Hcstis acer, victor inansuetus.

Fortonam virtutc, virium inopiam peritia ct celcritate compcnsavit ;

Imminens Colonire futura et consilio et manu per quadriennium ii; it!

Tandem ingentem Exercitum Duce strenuo ct audaci,

ClflPsomque omni bellorum mole gravem,
Multiplici prudentiidiu lu'iificatus,

Vi pertractus ad dimicandum,
In prima acic, in prirno conflictu vulneratu;,

Keligioni quam semper coluerat innitens,

Magno suoruui dcsidcrio, ncc sine hostium uioercre,
Extinctus est

Die XIT. Sept., A.D. MDCCLIX. astat. XLVIU.
Mortalcs optimi ducis exuvias in excavata humo,

Quam globus bellicus decidens dissiliensque defodarat,
Galli lugeutes deposuerunt,

Et generosse hostium lidei comuiendarunt.

The Annual Registerfir 17C2.

t BBATSOS'S ffjval and Military Memoirs of Great Britain : 1790.


