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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL

OF THE

t( and Ifetowal Jwiettt of Quebec,^ N^^' ^ V

FOR THE

YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 1866.

THE Council has the honor to submit the following Report:

It may be remembered that, in the last year's Report, the Council

had to regret a serious falling off in the list of members, by the

withdrawal of some from the Society, and the removal of no less

than thirty others to Ottawa; but it is satisfactory now to report,

that the hope then expressed has been more than realised, and that

the Society at present shews a list, in numbers and standing, all

that could be desired. The Treasurer's account shews 122 members
who have paid dues up to 31st ultimo.

The stated meetings, and nearly as many extraordinary, have
been regularly held and well attended, and papers, as subjoined,
have been read

;
and it will be observed, with pleasure, that Part IV.

of the News Series of the Transactions contains papers of much
interest and practical bearing on matters immediately connected
with the Province two of them being in French; and papers have
been promised for the remainder of the Session.

The arrangement with Morrin College proved mutually advan-

tageous, the Council trust it will be maintained till either of the

parties shall have provided itself with a suitable building which it

can call its own.

The Council having received a proposition from the Board of

Directors of the Quebec Library Association, for the transfer of
their Library to the Literary and Historical Society, for the nomi-
nal sum of $500; the object being to prevent the dispersion of a

very valuable collection, they appointed a committee consisting of
the President, Captain Ashe, Dr. Anderson, Rev. J. Douglas, C. G.

Holt, and T. Fournier, Esqs., to meet the Board, ascertain the con-
dition of the Library, and discuss details; and, on their report, an
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extraordinary general meeting was held, which unanimously sanc-

tioned the purchase, and, in accordance with a resolution then

passed, the transfer has been completed, and the Library handed

over to Dr. Anderson, as the representative of the Literary and

Historical Society, by the proper officers of the Quebec Library

Association. The Council will have to make arrangements for the

selection and removal to these rooms of such books as it will be

found expedient to retain, and the rest will be sold either by private

sale or public auction, as may be deemed most advantageous.

The Council take this opportunity of submitting to the conside-

ration of the Society, whether the time has not now arrived when it

has become necessary to appoint a paid sub-Librarian, who should

attend in the Library, receive and deliver the books, and make

proper entries.

The Treasurer's account of last year shewed an apparent balance

in favor of the Society of $670.86. This balance, however ,was only

apparent, as there remained unsettled accounts which the Council

had to meet, amounting to the sum of $328.63. Notwithstanding

this, and the very large outlay incurred in the purchase of the Li-

brary of the Quebec Library Association, the Treasurer's account

for this year shews a very satisfactory balance, which, as the Coun-

cil believes, can only be reduced by one half-year's rent past due

Morrin College on November last, amounting to $60, and certain

current expenses, which will not exceed $100 more.

There now stands to the credit of the Society the sum of $621.96,

composed as follows:

Historical Document Fund $154.67
Life Members' Fund 54.65

General Fund . . 412.64

$621.96

During the past year the Society has had to deplore the loss of

one of its oldest and most distinguished members, George B. Fari-

bault, Esquire. Mr Faribault was for many years President of

the Society, and was widely known for his valuable contributions to

Canadian History. The publication of the Memoirs of the Sieur

de Ramsay, under the auspices of the Society, in 1861, was mainly
due to him; as was also the procuring from St. Malo of very valua-
ble Correspondence and Documents. He died full of years and

honor; and the Society has the gratification of possessing a stri-

king portrait of him, which they trust will always grace the Library
while the Society continues to exist.

They have also to lament the death of another former Member,
M. F. X. Garneau, Esquire^ the historian, who was prematurely
cut off in the midst of his usefulness.
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In conclusion, the Council have much pleasure in adopting the

closing paragraph of last year's Report: "So many new mem-
bers have been elected, and so hearty a determination has been

shown to work vigorously and maintain its character, that we
have no fears lest failure and decline should succeed the prospe-

rity of the last few years."
E. D. ASHE.

PAPERS READ BEFORE THE SOCIETY.

1866.

Janv. 17. BY N. H. BOWEN, ESQ. "On Music, as a branch of

Education."

"
13. BY L. BERTHELOTTE, ESQ. "On Animal Magnetism."

Feby 7. BY THE BISHOP OF QUEBEC. "On Ancient English

Poetry."

21. BY J. W. COOK, ESQ. "On Canadian History."

Marcr 7. BY E. D. ASHE., ESQ. "On Insurrection in Jamaica of

to-day compared with that of 1852."

"
21. BY HECTOR FABRE, ESQ. "On Litterature Canadierme."

April 4. BY F. AUSTIN, Esquire. "On some of the Fishes of the

St. Lawrence."

Novr 7. BY E. D. ASHE, ESQ. "On Solar Spots."

"
21. BY Rev. Mr. SHERRING. "On India."

Deer. 5. BY Rev. E. HATCH. "On the History of the Alphabet/'

"
19.

:
BY Dr. ANDERSON. "On Canadian History and Bio-

graphy, and passages in the lives of a British Prince

and a Canadian Seigneur.

".:' 26. BY Capt. FAUCHER DE ST. MAURICE. "On the Mission

of the Man of Letters in Modern Society."
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LIST OF MEMBERS.
TLite dfcember.

THOMAS GLOVER, ESQUIRE.

Bssocfate Members.
Archbishop of Quebec.









Literary and Historical

Society of Quebec
Transactions

PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE

CARDS OR SLIPS FROM THIS POCKET

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO LIBRARY




